Course:
02.422  Equine Science

Unit 5:
Unsoundness


Lesson 2: Treatment of Unsoundness 
QCC:

Objectives: 

1.
Describe how to methodically examine a horse for soundness 

2.
Identify conditions that predispose a horse for developing unsoundness 

3.
Treat common blemishes and problems resulting from unsoundness 



4.
Recognize problems that should be treated by a veterinarian
Teaching Time:

References:
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

It is important for a horse person to be able to recognize the common blemishes and unsoundnesses, know their causes, and understand how they affect a horse’s serviceability.

Discussion 

Describe how to methodically examine a horse for soundness 

· Examine the horse in its stall, look for signs of kicking or pawing, as they move in the stall look for general stiffness or fluidity of movement

· Lead the horse from the stall and scheck the eyes for normal color and dilation

· If lame on a front leg, its head will nod when the sound leg hits the ground

· When weight shifts from a lame hind leg to a sound hind leg, the croup will drop.

· The more experienced can also work the horse in a round pen or through lunging to determine lameness

Identify conditions that predispose a horse for developing unsoundness 

· Conformation

· Nutrition

· Inherited traits

Treatment of common blemishes and problems resulting from unsoundness 

· Most unsoundnesses can be treated with rest, minor medications, and a rotation of cold and hot compresses

· If serious, all unsoundnesses should be reported to a vet

Recognize problems that should be treated by a veterinarian

· The best advice is to consult a vet at all times, unless you are very experienced.  Even if the vet doesn’t visit; a verbal description can help a lot in diagnoses.
Summary
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