Course:
02.422  Equine Science

Unit 6:
Selecting and Judging Horses
Lesson 1:  Describing the Ideal Horse
QCC:

Objectives: 


1.
Discuss the importance of being able to judge horses

2.
Discuss why the age and sex of a horse are important considerations in selecting a horse 

3.
Explain how expected use influences the selection of a horse 

4.
Describe 10 factors to consider when selecting a horse to purchase 

Teaching Time:

References:
Parker, Rick.  Equine Science. Delmar Publishers.  Albany NY. 
Materials and Equipment:

Several horse publications such as Horse Illustrated, Equus, Horse & Rider, Western Horsemen, etc.  

Video tape AQHA ****

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Begin class by distributing various equine magazines to the class, either in groups or individually.  Instruct them to go through the book and pick out their ideal or favorite horse.  Ask each student why they think their horse is the ideal horse, and make a list of the favorable qualities mentioned.

Discussion

1.
Selecting a horse


A.
Investment or pleasure



1.
Why the horse is being purchased is the most important 




thing to consider.  Investing in a horse can be risky.



2.
If being purchased as an investment for racing or breeding, then most likely a professional horseman will be managing the horses.  Therefore, personal experience of the buyer is not necessary.  However, if purchased for pleasure or for personal recreation, a cooperative horse is a must. 



3.
Selection of the horse must also include:

· Owner’s experience with horses

· Expected use

· Soundness

· Grade or registered

· Breed

· Color

· Size of rider(s) and horse

· Age of rider(s) and horse

· Training

· Sex of horse

· Disposition and vices

· Facilities

· Price

· Conformation



B.
Expected Use




1.
The type of horse selected should be based on the expected use such as pleasure or showing.  Barrel and roping horses differ greatly from English horses and western pleasure horses.  




2.
If a horse is being purchased for show purposes, then the quality and type become important.  Western horses 





carry their head lower, are quieter, and heavier muscled 





than English horses.  Hunters have longer, flatter strides 





and have a higher head carriage. 




3.
Performance horses such as polo, dressage, reining, cutting, and roping horses need more specialized training and qualities.



C.
Soundness




1.
Horses must be sound enough to perform expected activities; if they are lame, permanent problems will limit their performance




2.
Soundness is also crucial in breathing, vision, and reproductive capacity.




3.
Soundness examination should be done before purchase.



D.
Breed of Horse and Color




1.
Breeds determine what type of events the horse will be used for to some extent.  For example, Saddlebreds, Morgans, and Arabians are usually used for English disciplines.  Furthermore, Tennessee Walkers, Paso Finos, and Peruvian Pasos do not trot, they rack.




2.
Color does not affect the disposition, performance, or soundness of the horse.  However, it does affect the price people pay for horses.  In addition, there are also color registries in addition to breed registries such as the American Paint Horse, and the International Buckskin Horse Associations.



E.
Age and Sex of the Horse




1.
Good rule of thumb is the younger the rider the older the horse needed.




2.
Younger horses are less experienced, tend to be more hyper, and lack adequate amounts of training.  Horses under five years of age are rarely trained enough for a novice rider.




3.
Geldings tend to be more docile and a better choice for novices since geldings no longer produce male hormones.  Even though mares look more refined and attractive, during estrus they can be a handful.  Stallions are too dangerous to be handled by novice horsemen. 



F.
Conformation




1.
Conformation is the way the skeletal system of the horse is put together.   Conformation determines the athletic ability of a horse as well as the horse's ability to stay sound.




2.
Straightness of legs plays a vital role in conformation.  If the horse's legs are straight through the knees and hocks, he has a better chance of holding himself together than a horse that is crooked through the knees and hocks.




3.
Conformation can also determine if the horse is better suited for English or western riding disciplines.




4.
Conformation differs across breeds.  Quarter Horses and Thoroughbreds are more muscled through the forearm than Saddlebreds.



G.
Disposition and Vices




1.
Natural disposition is obtained from the dam.




2.
Vices are considered bad habits such as biting, kicking, cribbing, and leaning on the handler.  Some vices can be corrected with firm, consistent, and humane handling.



H. 
Training




1.
Adequate training for the intended use combined with an experienced disposition is important for novices.




2.
The willingness of a horse to respond to the rider's cues is a result of training.  Higher training resulting more intricate maneuvers increases the price or worth of the horse. 
 


2.
Judging Horses



A.
Knowledge




1.
Being able to judge horses allows you to evaluate a horse based on its conformation.  If you are able to determine that a horse is structurally sound and put together well for the expected use, then you have saved yourself a great deal of money and time as a purchaser. 




2.
Judging horses as a career requires extensive knowledge about horses as well as the ability to make comparisons and reach a sound conclusion.

Summary  

Horse ownership can be very rewarding if the appropriate horse is chosen.  The importance of selection criteria depends on individual needs.  Horse ownership is also a big responsibility. 

Even though horse judging requires extensive knowledge about horses, experience can be gained by learning and taking advantage of opportunities through various FFA programs.
Evaluation

Students should be tested on their knowledge of breeds of horses and their characteristics.  Students should be able to identify breeds from pictures as well as describe characteristics. 


Course: 02.422

Equine Science 

Unit 2, Lesson 2


Revised May 2007

