GENERAL HORSE INFORMATION

HORSE BEHAVIOR

Horse behavior will teach you the characteristics of the horse and give you an understanding of the horse's reasons for certain actions or habits, When you know why a horse does something, you will be better prepared to respond to him properly. It is important that you know the horse's traits and instinctive responses. They vary to different degrees in every horse, but they are common to all,

TRAINING HORSES 

You will be more successful in riding and training horses to obey you if you use what you know about horse psychology.

Horses are easy to handle if they are trained fairly and consistently and if you try to understand why they behave as they do.

- However, if your instructions are confusing or inconsistent, your horse will never know what you want and he may become stubborn, nervous or just hateful.

Horses that are bard to handle are often that way because they were handled or ridden badly in the past.

HERD INSTINCT 

All horses possess a strong group or herd instinct. In their wild state there was safety in numbers.

For this reason, an untrained horse will not leave the group unless he is forced to, and even then, he may attempt to remain with other horses.

Another way the horse shows his group instinct is in his desire to mimic other horses.

• If one horse shies they will all shy.

• When one bucks they all want to act up.

• If one horse runs they will all run.

The horse never loses his herd instinct, but it can be controlled with training.

This instinct is used to an advantage in training a Young horse. If a young untrained horse is ridden along with a steady, well trained horse the young horse will mimic the older horse.

PECKING ORDER 

All horse groups have a system of rank or pecking order with a boss horse at the top.

The boss horse acts as herd leader and gets to eat and drink first. He can pick on any horse below him. At the bottom of the pecking order is the weakest horse who must give in to all the others.

Horses determine their place in the herd by bluffing, making threats of biting and kicking and sometimes by actual fighting.

• Once all know their place there is little fighting.

• A new horse has to test all the others to find out where he stands.

- Often the herd boss is an old mare, rather than a stallion or gelding.

When horses are being ridden and handled, they should respect humans as if they are the boss horse.

- Never let a horse get away with threatening you or he may decide that you are lower on the pecking order. He may feel free to push you around or even bite or kick at you.

- You should not be mean and harsh, but he must accept you as his leader.

Sometimes horses try to boss other horses while they are being ridden or handled,

- This should not be allowed. The rider should put the bossy horse firmly under control and keep him away from the horse he is picking on.

MEMORY 

A horse's memory is excellent. He remembers when he got a reward and what for, and things that were unpleasant, hurtful or frightening.

Some horses have an exaggerated fear of certain objects or situations because they connect them with painful or frightening memories.

Memory works for you as it helps a horse to remember his training and keep the good habits he has been taught.

HOMING INSTINCT 

Horses always go more willingly toward the stables than away from them. This is because they have a strong homing instinct. They have a good sense of where home is and a strong desire to be there.

Because of the strong homing instinct, your horse can be trusted to find the way home.

It is also important to make your horse walk when returning to the stable. A horse that is allowed to run home can be very difficult or dangerous to handle.

- If someone left the barn door open and the ceiling is low, you may find yourself lying on the ground with a sore head and body.

DEFENSES 

Nature has given horses speed and an instinct to run from danger.

- They also have defenses such as kicking, biting and striking with their front legs which they may use if they are cornered and danger threatens.

A horse's first means of protecting himself is to run. You need to remember this when riding or handling a horse around anything that might frighten him.

Horses can be trained to obey their riders even when their instinct tells them to flee. For instance war horses learned to obey their riders even in battle.

To overcome a horse's instinct, it takes good riding and training. The horse must have confidence in his rider.

A horse is most frightened of losing his ability to run away. He may become panicky if he is trapped, entangled or made helpless when he is frightened.

HABITAT

One of the strongest traits of horses is their sense of habit. Horses get nervous when faced with new situations. They like to do things the same way over and over again. It gives them a sense of security.

If your horse does something two or three times, he is on the way to forming a habit, good or bad.

It is important to see that the habits he forms are those you want, and to change his routine quickly if he begins to form an undesirable habit.

If your horse learns that you always stop and dismount by the ring gate, he may form the habit of stopping arid refusing to move, hoping that you will get off. You can break the habit by dismounting at different places and insisting that he go past his favorite stopping place.

POSSESSIVENESS 

Horses can be possessive about their food, their stall or their friends.

For this reason it's a good idea not to bother a horse while he is eating his grain. He may think that you are teasing him or trying to take it away from him and may get angry.

A mare may be very protective of her foal,

COURAGE AND LAZINESS

Most horses are a little I lazy about working for people.

Horses like to do things the easy way and they don't make any more work for themselves than they have to. This leads them to find ways to cheat when the work gets hard or boring, just like kids look out the window in school.

- Some horses are very lazy, especially if their work is unpleasant or if they have to put up with poor riders.

Horses are surprisingly generous.

They will often continue to obey their riders even after they are tired or hurting. This is a special kind of courage that horsemen call heart.

A good horseman values his horse's heart or courage and does not abuse it,

READING HIS/HER EARS

The horse's ears and actions are the key to his emotions. He can tell you what he is paying attention to and how he feels by the way he uses his ears and the way he acts. Following are some tips to his emotions.

Ears forward but relaxed

interested in what's

in front of him.

Ears turned back but relaxed

listening to his rider

or what's behind him.

Ears pointed stiffly forward

alarmed or nervous about what's

ahead. Looking for danger.

Ears pointed left and right. Ears stiffly back. Droopy ears

relaxed, paying attention. Annoyed or worried about what's calm and resting,

to the scenery on both sides. Behind him; might kick if annoyed. Horse may be dozing.

Ears flattened against neck

violently angry, in a fighting mood. May fight, bite or kick.

OTHER SIGNS YOU SHOULD NOTICE ARE:

Tucking the tail down tightly.

Danger to the rear.

Horse may bolt, buck or kick.

Watch out if ears are flattened, too!

Switching the tail.

Annoyance and irritation: at biting flies, stinging insects or tickling bothersome actions of a rider or another horse.

• Droopy ears and resting one hind leg on toe.

Calm and resting, horse may be dozing.

Don't wake him up by startling him!

• Wrinkling up the face and swinging the head.

Threatening gesture of an angry or bossy horse.

Watch out for biting or kicking.

HORSES'SENSES

Horses have highly developed senses that enable them to detect changes in their surroundings. They affect how the horse will think and act. Horse trainers and riders need to be aware of horses' senses and how horses feel and respond. Many riders do not realize how finely developed a horse's senses are and how sensitive he can be.

Horses use touch to examine strange objects.

They will look, sniff and then feel the object with their muzzle and lips. The horse's sense of touch is very sensitive. He can feel a fly land on his skin and is able to detect a very light touch or pressure.

We depend on his sense of touch in most riding and training. Horses are trained by applying and removing pressure, sometimes gentle pressure and sometimes painful pressure.

The tongue, lips, and bars of the mouth are especially sensitive places where we apply pressure with the bit,

- If too much pressure is used, the horse may become dead to pressure (this is called a hard mouth). This doesn't mean that he no longer feels it, but that he has learned to ignore all but the most severe pressure,

- A dead sided horse or a hard mouthed horse still has his sense of touch, but his reactions have been spoiled by insensitive riders.

THEY HAVE A KEEN SENSE OF SMELL

These senses are related quite closely. Horses have a keen sense of smell and can detect odors that humans cannot. Horses may recognize familiar horses or people by their familiar scent. Horses can detect substances with a slightly different taste.

Some horses are very clever about sniffing out and refusing to eat medicine in their feed.

- Horses may refuse to drink water that tastes or smells different from that which they are used to.

- Some of the horse's homing instinct may be his

at a ability to smell the familiar scent of home, even at a great distance.

HEARING 

EARS CAN SWIVEL TO SEEK OUT SOUNDS 

A horse's hearing is very acute.

His ears can swivel like radar screens to seek out sounds in any direction.

He can hear very soft sounds, like a rustle in the bushes which might conceal a predator.

Since their hearing is very acute, it is not necessary to shout voice commands at horses to make them hear. They can hear you just as well if you talk quietly to them. Horses understand the tone of your voice. They know if you are angry or pleased with them.

HEARING IS VERY A CUTE

HE CAN HEAR VERY SOFT SOUNDS
SIGHT

Horses' eyesight is geared to finding danger.

They don't have very accurate vision close up, but they can detect even a tiny movement at a distance. - It might be a predator sneaking up on them.

Horses' eyes are unique in a way which affects the way they behave.

(DA horse's eyes are set on the sides of his face.

He can see a different picture out of each eye

and can see back almost to his tail.

He cannot see directly behind him or

right under his nose.

Horses also become alarmed if something suddenly appears above or behind their heads where they cannot see it. They instinctively fear anything attacking them from above, because they are helpless when attacked from above.

Focus 

The lens of the horse's eye doesn't change shape as ours does.

Instead, the horse changes his head position to change his focus from close to far away.

Holding his head high lets him focus on distant objects and lowering his head lets him examine something close.

HORSES CHANGE THEIR HEAD POSITION

RAISING THE HEAD HIGH

LETS HIM FOCUS ON DISTANT OBJECTS

LOWERING THE HEAD

LETS HIM EXAMINE SOMETHING CLOSE

