Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 2:
 
Principles of  Design
Lesson 1:

History of Design

QCC:
450, 451, 452, 457 
Objectives: 

1.
Identify the 2 concepts of design which evolved into our modern design.

2.
Trace the programs of floral design through the major historical periods.

Teaching Time:

90 Minutes
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY. Current Edition
Hunter, Norah T.  The Art of Floral Design.  Delmar Publishers, Inc.  Albany, NY.  ISBN:  0-8273-5089-9.  Current Edition
Materials and Equipment:

Pictures of period flower arrangements

Powerpoints:


History of Floral Design


History of Floral Design 2


Principles of Design by Linda Rist

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Share photographs of various types of cars from the Model T to the current models.  Ask the students if they can recall when certain models were the in thing.  How have cars changed over the years?  

Summarize the discussion with key points:

Although the outward appearance changed, the basic mechanics stayed the same

The needs of the era were met

Personal tastes were met

Today’s cars are built using the knowledge and mechanics developed in the past

Today’s flower use and design are based upon a rich heritage of flower design in our history

Discussion 

1.
Occidental style

· Evolved from the Egyptian & Middle Eastern cultures

· Further developed by the Europeans

· Characterized by large, massive designs

2.
Oriental style

· Started in China

· Used by the Japanese
· Characterized as a line design with few flowers used
3.
Egyptian period 2800 - 28 B.C.

· Flowers are arranged in rows in shallow containers, used bright colors
· Arrangements of neatly piled fruits & vegetables would be placed on feast tables

· Water lilies & lotus blossoms were placed in elaborate vases, bowls & jars
4.
Ancient Greeks 600 - 146 B.C.

· Flowers were scattered on tables & streets during banquets and festivals
· Used garlands and wreaths, these were worn at special events and presented as awards
· Cornucopia, horn-of-plenty, was introduced.  It was displayed standing up, rather than on its side.

5.
Romans 28 B.C. - 325 A.D.

· Elaborate use of plant material, 
· Larger and more elaborate wreaths and garlands
· Scattered roses on tables and floors at banquets, The hour of the Rose
· Altar gifts of blossom filled scarves were part of religious ceremonies
6.
Byzantine period A.D. - 320 - 600

· Arrangements of cut flowers
· Formal conical designs with clusters of blossoms at regular intervals
7.
Renaissance - A.D. 1400 - 1600

· Large, tall, pyramidal and symmetrically balanced designs
· Documented by the artists of the time

· Loose, uncrowded and airy designs

· Used intense colors to contrast white walls

· Arrangements were twice the height of the container
8.
Baroque period A.D. 1600 - 1775

· Began as symmetrical oval shaped designs

· Arrangements incorporated a variety of accessories
· The S-curve and crescent arrangements were developed

9.
Flemish style A.D. 1600 - 1750

· Beautifully captured by Dutch painters

· Better proportioned and more compact than the Baroque style

· Massed, oval shaped designs with rich colors and an array of flowers

10.
Georgian period A.D. 1714 - 1760

· Used a single flower type

· Symmetrical, triangular shape
· Nosegay - a hand-held bouquet that became stylish.  These were placed in bowls and became the first centerpiece as we know them today
· Greatly influenced the decorative acts in Colonial America, fan-shaped and triangular arrangements
11.
Victorian period A.D. 1820 - 1914

· Large numbers of flowers were crammed into a compact container
· Asymmetrical designs with no focal point

· Unplanned designs with many different colors and flower types
· Attempted to establish rules of floral design
12.
Line - mass designs

· Combination of Occidental and Oriental styles of designs
· Present style of design in the U.S.

Activity suggestion:

Have students make a power point or a poster of an era of history of floral design.  Give an oral presentation of the era’s contribution to floral design history.
Have student s create a three dimensional replica of an era of design.
Summary                                                                                                            

Students should be able to identify key points about the major historical periods of floral design.

Evaluation

Written test covering the various period styles.
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