Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 5:
 
Mechanics and Supplies
Lesson 2:

Floral Foam and Holding Devices

QCC:
 450, 455, 458, 459
Objectives: 

1.
Identify the types of floral foam and their uses.

2. Identify foams for specialty uses.

3. Identify other types of stem holding devices and techniques.
Teaching Time:

1 hour
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY.  Current edition.
Materials and Equipment:

Different floral foams

Stemmed flower
Anchor pins

Wire mesh

Needle point holder

Anchor tape

Teaching Procedure
Introduction and Mental Set 
Display two arrangements with heavy stemmed flowers.  Construct one arrangement in Deluxe floral foam and one in springtime floral foam.  Have a student carry each arrangement around the room as if they were transporting it by delivery vehicle.  Several moments later compare the two arrangements.  The one in springtime floral foam should be losing its shape, perhaps falling apart.  Why?  The correct foam was not used for the arrangement.

Floral Foam is one of the most common holding devices used in floral design.  Anyone working in floral design must have an understanding of its use and the types of floral foam available to him/her so that the proper choice can be made.
Discussion

Hold up a piece of foam and ask students what it is.

1.
What is floral foam?
A.
Soft, very absorbent, lightweight material that stems are placed in so that the stems can take up water through the foam

B.
Sometimes referred to as oasis because Smithers-Oasis Company is the most widely known manufacturer of floral foam.

C.
Foam comes in cases of 48 blocks that are 3 x 4 x 9 inches.

2.
What are the different types of floral foams and their uses?
A.
Standard - An all-purpose foam that is used with a large variety of flowers.

B.
Deluxe - A sturdier foam used for heavy stemmed flowers.

C.
Instant - An all-purpose foam that absorbs water quickly.

D.
Instant Deluxe - A foam similar to deluxe but absorbs water quickly.

E.
Springtime - A softer foam ideal for the soft stems of bulb crops.

F.
Specialty foam comes in special sizes, or it comes in enclosed plastic cages.

3.
Show class the different types of foam and holding devices and demonstrate their use.

Summary
Floral foam has made floral designing easier for the florist.  Prior to floral foam, arrangements had to be made with frogs and chicken wire.

Evaluation
ID quiz

Laboratory application

Identification quiz for Course 01.466 Unit 5 Lesson 2
1.
Have a piece of each type foam, and other holding devices numbered.

2.
Have each student put the name of the items on their paper.

3.
Tell the students the answers and grade.
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