Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 5:
 
Mechanics and Supplies
Lesson 3:

Adhesives

QCC:
 450, 455, 458, 459
Objective: 

Demonstrate the uses of common floral adhesives.

Teaching Time: 
1 hour
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY. Current Edition.
Materials and Equipment:

Floral tape

18-20 gauge wire

Hot glue gun

Floral adhesive clay

Pots

Anchor tape

Handout 5.3.1

Teaching Procedure
Introduction and Mental Set

Display two similar corsages, one using floral tape and one without any tape (wires twisted together).  Which corsage would you buy?  Why?  What made the one you selected more appealing?  Floral tape is used to protect the clothing of the customer and to give a clean appearance to the mechanics of the corsage.

Discussion

1.
What are the types of adhesives used by florists?
A.
Waterproof or Anchor tape- used to secure floral foam into containers.  Available in green, white, and transparent colors.  White with white containers, Green with colored containers.  1/4 and 2 in.  sizes, smaller is preferred.

B.
Stem wrap or Floral tape- waxed, stretchy type that only sticks to itself.  Mainly used in corsage work.  Sometimes used to hide wires or picks in some designs.

C.
Floral adhesive clay- sticky type material similar in texture to children’s play dough.  Comes in a flattened strip wound onto a roll with waxed paper between the layers.  Used to fasten anchor pins or to anchor pinpoint holders.  Will not hold on wet surfaces, and leaves a sticky residue on pots.

D.
Hot glue- used extensively in the florist shop.  It is purchased in solid sticks that are inserted into an electric gun to be melted in a glue pot or electric frying pan.
E.
Floral glue –used in working with light weight flowers for corsages and wedding work.

F.
 Spray glue –used in party work –large designs- covers a large area quickly.
2.  Demonstrate the use of each adhesive used by florists.
3.  Distribute and discuss handout 5.3.1 on how to tape a wire.
4.  Let students practice taping a wire.

Summary
Using the appropriate adhesive allows the florist to successful construct floral pieces for their customer.

Evaluation
Laboratory activity

Written quiz - ID and Use

5.3.1
How to Tape a Wire
1.
Hold an 18 or 20 gauge wire in one hand near the top.

2.
Place a roll of tape over your little finger and guide the tape across the palm of your hand and hold the tape between the thumb and index finger.  If this feels awkward, then unroll about two feet of tape and place the roll on a table.  Guide the tape across the palm of your hand and hold it with your thumb and index finger.  Many florists use the bars of a steel pick machine to hold their floral tape.

3.
Stretch the end of the tape to activate the stickiness of the tape.  Place the end of the tape under the wire; roll a small amount around the wire and pinch it so that the tape sticks to the wire.

4.
Begin rotating the wire in your hand between your fingers and thumb.

5.
Pull downward with the tape in your hand while you guide the wire with your fingers.  The tape should be held at a sharp angle (20-30 degrees) to the wire.  The angle determines the amount of overlap.  If the angle is greater than 30 degrees, the tape will be thick and heavy.  A sharp angle will allow the wire to be covered with minimum overlap.

6.
Continue rotating the wire and maintaining tension on the tape until you reach the bottom of the wire.  Pull sharply on the tape and it will break away from the wire.

*
A properly taped wire will be smooth and lightly taped.  If the tape is loose and does not adhere to the wire increase tension on the tape.  
Written quiz for Course 01.466 Unit 5 Lesson 3
Matching:

1.
__________
sticky adhesive material similar in texture to children=s play dough

2.
__________ 
used to secure floral foam into container

3.
__________ 
used extensively in florist shops and it is bought in solid sticks to use in guns or melted in a melting pot or electric frying pan

4.
__________
waxed, stretchy tape that only sticks to itself

5.
__________
used when working with light weight flower in corsage work


A.
Waterproof or Anchor tape

B.
Floral glue

C.
Stem wrap or Floral tape

D.
Floral adhesive clay

E.
Hot glue

5.
Write a paragraph using grammatically correct sentences describing how to tape a wire.
Answers for the Written quiz for Course 01.466 Unit 5 Lesson 3
1.
D
2.
A
3.
E
4.
C
5. 
B

6.
Refer to the overhead 5.3.1.
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