Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 5:
 
Mechanics and Supplies
Lesson 4:

Cutting Tools

QCC:
450, 454, 455, 458, 459 
Objectives: 

1.
Select cutting tools to be used in floral design work.

2.  Demonstrate the uses of common cutting tools used in floral design.
Teaching Time:

1 hour
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY. Current Edition

Materials and Equipment:

Floral knives

Florist shears

Ribbon shears

Wire cutters

Pruning shears

Flower stems

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Have a flower stem and cut it in the air for the students to see and hear you. The sound of the scissors blades hitting each other will get the attention of the students.  Show how easy it is to cut a stem with shears and then demonstrate the difference in using the knife.  Let the students tell you which they think is better to use when cutting a stem.  The answer is that it is better to use a knife when cutting a stem than scissors. 

Now that you have the student’s attention, begin a discussion about the things that a florist will need to cut.  Here is a list that is probably not complete, add to it: stems, ribbons, wire, paper, oasis, Styrofoam, thin types of metal, plastic, cardboard, etc. Have the students write the list and beside each item list the tool a florist may use to cut it. 
Discussion

1.  What are the cutting tools used in floral design work?  

A.
Floral Knives - one of the most important tools used by the designer.  Cuts stems only.  Cutting wire will cause the knife to dull.  

B.
Florists’ shears - primary use is to cut wires and ribbons

C.
Ribbon Shears or scissors - useful for cutting ribbons and decorative foils used by the florist.  Never cut stems or wires with ribbon shears

D.
Wire cutters - used for cutting wires and the stems of artificial flowers which contain a wire.  Use only for cutting wires, not on plant material or ribbon.

E.
Pruning shears- cutting heavy stems that are too large to be easily cut by a knife or florist shears.  Good for woody stems.  Can cut up to 2 inch in diameter.
2.  Demonstrate how to use each of the cutting tools.  

A.
Remember tools should be used for what they are designed. 

B.
Tools will last longer if properly used and maintained.

C.
Sharp knives will make a clean cut whereas a dull knife, or tools not designed for stem cutting, will pinch the phloem, tubelike cells that take up water.

D.
You’re less likely to cut yourself with a sharp knife.

E.
To cut stems:

· Hold the knife between your thumb and forefinger.

· Cut towards yourself at an angle.

· Do not cut hard or woody stems in this manner.

· Proceed slowly and with caution.

F.
Shears are slower in cutting than knives because the shear must be put down after each cut, whereas most florists keep the knife in their hand.
Please remember to remind students that knives can be sharp and it is necessary to use extreme caution.



We will use the shears/scissors instead of the knife because in school you can’t have knives. If you plan to go into the florist industry, start practicing at home handling a florist knife. It is faster and as in any business time is money.
Summary

You need to use the correct equipment for the correct use.  In school we will use the shears/scissors instead of the knife because in school you can’t have knives.  Let them know that there is a right and wrong way to use the equipment and materials but at times you have to make exceptions.  Be sure to remind students to use caution when working with any tool.
Evaluation
Have a short essay test explaining when and what to use the certain equipment on, or have a cumulative test over the whole unit.

Laboratory application
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