Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 5:
 
Mechanics and Supplies
Lesson 5:

Picks

QCC:
 450, 454, 455, 458, 459
Objectives: 

1.
Identify the types of picks used in floral design.

2.  Demonstrate the operation of a pick machine.
Teaching Time:


1 hour or less
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY, Current Edition

Materials and Equipment:

Steel pick machine
Various wooden picks
Steel picks
U-Picks or Dixon pins
Greening pins
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

When steel picks came about the florist industry was excited about something so new and easy to use.  It saved them time and the industry loved that.  But the funeral home directors and employees hated the use of steel picks.  They just about ended the use of steel picks in the florist industry.  The reason for their hatred was because the funeral home employees would not handle funeral arrangements in the proper manner.  They would throw the sprays and wreaths around, when they did this the steel picks could shift and come through the Styrofoam and the employees would end up getting cut.  These steel picks are extremely sharp and can slice through skin like a razor sharp knife.

Ask students why the funeral homes hated the use of steel picks in the sprays and wreaths the florist made? 
Discussion

1.
What are the types of picks used in floral design?
A.
Wood- natural wood or green color.  

· Come with or without wire attached and may be 2 to 7 inches in length.  

· Used to add support or length to the plant material. 

B.
Steel- sold in lengths of 1 3/4, 2 1/8, and 3 inches.  

· Attached to the stems of various materials with a steel pick machine.  

· The pick makes it easy to insert plant material into a wreath ring, Styrofoam, or other holding device. 

· Steel picks are sharp and may cut your fingers.

2.
What are picks used for?
Used mainly in:

· Funeral designs 

· To make wreaths

· Dried, silk,  and artificial arrangements 

3.
Demonstrate how to use a steel pick machine.
4.
Show samples of wooden and steel picks.


Summary

All types of picks are used for many jobs.  When using steel picks or greening pins care must be used because they have sharp ends and can cut if they are not handled correctly.

Evaluation

Review daily, Equipment and supplies introduced in previous lessons.
Cumulative Equipment/supplies Id test at the end of the unit.
Written Identification test for Course 01.466 Unit 5 Lesson 5
1.
What are picks used for?

A.

B.

C.


2.
What types of picks are used in the floral industry?

A.

B.

3.
What is a characteristic of the two floral picks?

A.

B.

Answers for the Identification quiz for Course 01.466 Unit 5 Lesson 5
1.
A.
Funeral Designs

B.
To make wreaths

C.
Dried, silk or artificial arrangements

2.
A.
Wood

B.
Steel

3.
A. 
Wood-
natural wood or green color

comes with or without wire attached

comes in 2 2 to 7 inches in lengths

used to add support or length to plant material

B.
Steel-

sold in lengths of 1 3/4, 2 2 and 3 inches

attached to the stem of various materials with a steel pick machine

picks make it easy to insert plant material into a wreath ring, styrofoam or other holding device
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