Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 6:
 
Selecting Ribbon and Tying Bows
Lesson 3:

Tying a Bow

QCC:
450, 455, 458, 459
Objective: 

Demonstrate construction of each type of florist bow.
Teaching Time:

50 minutes Plus a week of guided practice.
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY, Current Edition.
Materials and Equipment:

Floral wire (26 gauge)

Floral shears

#3, #9, #40 ribbon

Handout 6.3.1
.

Powerpoint:

How to Make Bows


Making a Bow

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

After showing student types of bows in lesson 2, the instructor now needs to demonstrate to the student how to construct a bow.
Discussion

1.
Give each student a handout detailing the directions to making a bow.  Get the directions from the handout 6.3.1.
2.
Demonstrate each step as the student scans the directions.

3.
Upon completion of the demonstration, distribute ribbon and wire to students.

4.
Again construct a bow with the students duplicating each step.  This may have to be repeated several times.

5.
Students that have problems may need personal instruction.  Have peers help students in trouble.  The key to making an acceptable bow is practice.
Summary

Review the important points of:

Constructing a bow

Evaluation
Grade students= ability to construct a bow

6.3.1


Tying a Bow

The size of a bow should be in proportion to the size of the design.  The ribbons of the corsage, for example, should extend just beyond the petals of the flowers.  The bow should accent, not draw attention from, the flowers.

To become skilled at making bows, you will need lots of practice.  Make several bows with number 3 ribbon using the following procedure.  When you are satisfied with the quality of your bow, repeat the process using number 9 and number 40 ribbon.  Because these ribbons are wider, you will need to increase the size of your bow.  Depending upon the bows intended use, you may want to increase the number of loops also.

There are many methods of tying bows.  The one presented here is the most popular method used by florists for decorating corsages.  To tie a corsage bow follow these directions.

1.
Cut a 1 yard long piece of single-faced, number 3 satin ribbon.  You will also need a 9-inch piece of 26-gauge taped wire or a chenille stem.

2.
Wrap the end of the ribbon over your thumb forming a loose loop slightly larger than your thumb.  The shiny side of the ribbon should face out.  Hold the ribbon between the thumb and forefinger.  Pinch it so that it narrows beneath the thumb.

3.
The unused portion of the ribbon will have the dull side showing.  Using the thumb and forefinger of your free hand, reach under the thumb and make a half turn in the ribbon so its shiny side shows.  Hold the ribbon to prevent slipping.

4.
Turn the unused portion of the ribbon under and make a two-inch loop.  Lift the thumb slightly and slip the ribbon between the thumb and forefinger.  Pinch the ribbon again.  This will form the first loop of the bow.

5.
The dull side of the ribbon will be showing again.  Make a half turn of the ribbon using the procedure in step three.
6.
Form an identical loop on the opposite side of the first loop using the same procedure.

7.
Add three additional loops to the left and right side of the bow.  Each loop should be slightly larger than the previous loop.  Using scissors cut the ribbon at an angle so that a 3-to-4-inch streamer remains.

8.
Cut a piece of ribbon 6 to 8 inches in length.  Holding the length of ribbon in the middle, add it to the loops between your thumb and forefinger.  Pinch the ribbon.

9.
Tie the bow with a taped wire.  The wire is run through the loop formed over the thumb.  Both ends of the wire are pulled to the back of the bow.  Pinch the two wires together and twist tightly, as close to the ribbon as possible.  The bow must be tied tightly or the loops will slip and not hold their position.

10.
If the bow appears poorly shaped, place the bow in your hand with the thumb in the loop and your fingers beneath the bow.  Holding the bow tightly, pull the loops with the other hand and separate them.

Do not be discouraged if your first bow does not look as perfect as you would like.  With practice, your bows will improve.
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