Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 8:
 
Bud Vases
Lesson 4:

Bud Vase Construction

QCC:
450, 458, 459, 461 
Objectives: 

1.
Design a one bloom bud vase.

2. Design a 3-bloom bud vase.

3. Design a bud vase for special vase.

Teaching Time:

4 hours
References:


Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY.  1995.
Materials and Equipment:

ONE BLOOM



THREE BLOOM

1 Rose - any color



3 Carnations

3 Sprengeri or Ming Fern

5 Leatherleaf

1Yd. #3 satin ribbon


1 Stem Baby’s Breath

Two #20 gauge floral wire

Floral preservative

1 Stem Baby’s Breath


Leaf shine

Floral preservative



1 Yd. #3 satin ribbon

Leaf shine




Three #20 gauge flora wire

9" Bud vase




1 Large-neck bud vase

Cardette




Cardette

Floral card




Floral card
HIGH STYLE SPECIAL VASE



3 Eucalyptus stems



1 Rose of any color



2 Galax leaves



2 Freesia

1 Large-neck vase

1 Stem Huckleberry

Cardette

Floral Card

EQUIPMENT
Needle nose pliers
Diagonal pliers
Scissors
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set
The bud vase is one of the easiest and least expensive designs to make in a florist shop.  They take very little time to make and are for that reason quick selections for hospital, birthday, Mother’s Day and other special occasions.
Discussion
1.
Advantages of bud vases

A.
They can be made in advance

B.
Stored in the cooler for display 

C.
The florist doesn’t have much money tied-up in the designs

D.
They are excellent for customers that don’t have their mind made up before entering the shop.  

E.
Select the vase with the mouth large enough to accommodate the number of flowers proposed. 

F.
Balance and proportion should always be considered when determining the size of the design.
2.
Steps in Construction

A. 
Single Bloom

Step 1

Fill a bud vase with preservative solution to within two inches of the top.

Step 2

Remove all foliage that will be below the water level.  Remove thorns with floral knife or rose strippers.

Step 3

Cover the rose bloom with your hand and spray the foliage with leaf shine.

Step 4

Cut the rose stem under water to a length of 1 and1/2 to 2 times the height of the vase.

Step 5

Wire the rose with a #20 or 22 gauge wire using the straight wire method. Gradually wind the wire around the stem of the rose being careful not to break off leaves.

Step 6

Insert the flower in the vase and turn the “face” or most desirable side toward you.

Step 7

Cut the pieces of Sprengeri or Ming Fern to different lengths and place them so that they arch slightly away from the rose.

Step 8

Add a sprig of Baby’s Breath so that it surrounds the rose inside the foliage.

Step 9

Tie a bow about the size of a corsage bow.  Cut streamers at equal lengths for two streamers of different lengths for three streamers.

Step 10
Insert the bow in the front center slightly above the rim.  Adjust as needed.

Step 11
Attach a card to a cardette and insert in a way not to hide or distract from the design.

Step 12
Refrigerate the completed bud vase.
B.
3 Carnation Bud Vase

Step 1

Prepare floral preservative and fill the bud vase to within two inches of the top.

Step 2

Spray leatherleaf with leaf polish.

Step 3

Wire the carnations using the straight wire method.  Flowers may not need wiring if the stems are strong.

Step 4

Select the smallest carnation and cut it to twice the height of the container.

Step 5

Select the medium-sized bloom and cut it one or two inches shorter than the tallest flower.

Step 6

Cut the largest flower one or two inches shorter than the middle flower.

Step 7

Remove all foliage from the stems that will below the vase line.

Step 8

Insert the flowers in the bud vase.  Place the smallest flower in the center, facing up.  Stagger the medium flower to the left or right and place the largest flower at the bottom center.  Gradually face the middle and bottom flowers toward the viewer.

Step 9

Select two pieces of Leatherleaf which are slightly taller than the flowers and place these back to back behind the flowers.  This causes the Leatherleaf to stand up straight behind the flowers.

Step 10
Insert shorter pieces of Leatherleaf on each side at a 45 degree angle and in front of all other stems,.  An optional piece may be inserted vertically in front of the tallest stem.

Step 11
Insert Baby’s Breath and add a bow centrally, slightly above the front rim of the vase.  The bow is attached to a wooden pick that is inserted into the bud vase.

Step 12
Add a card to a cardette and refrigerate.

C.
High Style Bud Vase
Step 1

Prepare floral preservation and fill a wide neck bud vase to within two inches of the top.

Step 2

Spray Galax leaves with leaf polish.

Step 3

Wire the rose with #20 or 22 gauge floral wire using the straight wire method.

Step 4

Cut the rose to two times the height of the container.  Remove all leaves below the lip of the container.  Remove all thorns.

Step 5

Cut one Freesia 1 1/2 times the height of the container and the other 2 1/2 times the height of the container.

Step 6

Place the Freesia in the container pointing toward the left side and the rose gracefully but gradually pointing toward the right.

Step 7

Cut one Eucalyptus 1- 1/4 length, one 2 1/2 length and the last one 2 3/4 the length of the height of the container.

Step 8

Remove all foliage from the Eucalyptus below the lip on the container.  Place the shortest piece to the left and on a level between the lip of the container and the lower Freesia.  Place the medium length to the left between the rose and the second Freesia.  Place the tallest piece to the right and above the tallest Freesia.

Step 9

Cut the Huckleberry 1 1/2 times the height of the container.  Remove the bottom foliage.  Place to the right and slightly below the rose.

Step 10
Stack the Galax to the left and near the lip of the container.

Step 11
Cut a length of satin ribbon 1 1/2 yards long and tie a bow.  Place the bow with two streamers of different length slightly to the right of center of the lip of the container.  


Summary

A bud vase is a simple and economical way to express the customer’s feelings for the recipient.
Evaluation
Laboratory activity
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