Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 9:
 
Circular Arrangements
Lesson 1:

Circular Mound Design

QCC:
450, 458, 459, 461
Objective: 

Design and construct a circular mound arrangement.

Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. 
Albany, NY. Current Edition
Materials and Equipment:

9 Carnations

3 Stems of pompon mums

8 Stems of leatherleaf

3 or 4 stems of baby’s breath

Low round container

1/3 Block of floral foam

Waterproof tape

Preservative

Floral tape

#20 or 22 floral wire

Mist bottle

Leaf shine

Floral knife or pruners

Powerpoint: 


Constructing Circular Mound Arrangements


Round Arrangements

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set 

The circular mound design is appropriate for a low table such as a coffee table and for dinner and reception tables. They are normally viewed from all sides and for that reason lack a focal point. The circular mound design should be the first design attempted by the beginning designer since only the basic principles of design are needed to complete the design.

Discussion
Each flower in the design will have the same stem length as all others since the geometrics of a circle requires all radii to be equal each successive flower will also be equidistant. This is essential since all views should be approximately the same as the eye moves around and up and down the design.

1.
Steps in construction
A.
Select a low round container. Cut 1/3 of a block of floral foam. Saturate the block in preservative solution. Secure the block with waterproof tape making sure the tape does not extend beyond 1 inch of the lip of the container.

B.
Pre‑green the arrangement by adding just enough leatherleaf tips to define the outer dimensions of the width of the design. Do not overly add greenery since this will make the addition of other stems difficult. Spray with leaf shine if desired.

C.
Place four carnations at the base of the container. Place them in a south, north, east and west orientation to the base of the container. Make sure that the flowers touch the lip of the container and are level. This will help to establish unity between the container and the design.

D.
Establish the minimum height of the design by placing the fifth carnation in the center of the floral foam at a height of 1 1/ 2 to 2 times the height of the container.

E.
Place additional greenery, including the pieces left after the tips were placed in step 2, in the design. Place 2 large pieces on each side of the center carnation. Spray with leaf shine if desired.

F.
Add the remaining four carnations between the other carnations. Place them on a plane half‑way between the center carnation and the bottom carnations. To check your placement of the middle carnations use an 18 gauge wire and gradually bend a piece of floral wire between each bottom carnation and the center carnation to establish a curved boundary for proper placement of these flowers.

G.
Fill the spaces between the carnations with secondary flowers pompon mums. Place these in the center of the spaces between the carnations for best effect and utilization of the secondary flowers.

H.
It is optional whether to add baby's breath or small filler flowers. If desired, baby’s breath can be cut into smaller pieces and lightly added to the spaces between the flowers. Be sure to place the baby’s breath evenly throughout the design.

3.
Teacher sets the standard by demonstrating the steps of construction.

4.
Let students use the teacher design as an example to follow in constructing their design.
5.
Students construct the design using notes taken in class and observing the teacher demonstration.
Summary

Many variations are possible by substituting flowers, filler, and foliage. Substitute these to meet your local needs and availability of materials.

Evaluation
Grade designs individually during class, critiquing them in the presence of the student. Make any suggestions for improving the designs. Require students to correct any mistakes before issuing a final grade.
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