Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 9:
 
Circular Arrangements
Lesson 3:

Oval

QCC:
450, 458, 459, 461 
Objective: 

Design and construct an oval arrangement.

Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

Griner, Charles. Floriculture Designing and Merchandising. Delmar Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY. Current Edition
Anderson, Gary. Floral Design & Marketing. Ohio Agricultural Education Curriculum Materials Service, Columbus, OH.  Current Edition
Materials and Equipment:

Tall vase or pedestal

Half block of floral foam

Water proof tape

13 carnations

4 stems of mini-carnations

4 stems of pompon mums

1 bunch of leatheleaf

half bunch of Boston fern

Powerpoint: All under Horticulture on Disc 4


Constructing an oval arrangement

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set
The oval design is appropriate for the altar of a church or at the end of a room. Large oval designs are also used at wedding receptions and parties.

Discussion 
1.
Steps in designing the oval design are similar to the steps in designing a circular design
 

The center flower will be taller.  The remaining flowers will arch outward from a perceived central point to form a graceful outer oval shape.  Because of its height, a tall vase or pedestal container is more in proportion to the design. 

2.
Steps in construction
A.
Select a pedestal container. Cut 2 of a block of floral foam. Saturate the block in the preservative solution, secure the block with waterproof tape, making sure the tape doesn't extend beyond 1 inch of the lip of the container.

B.
Pre‑green the arrangement by adding 6 leatherleaf tips around the lip of the container. Spray with leaf shine if desired. 

C.
Place a standard carnation in the center of the container to establish the maximum height of the design. Place the flower One 11/2 to 2 times the height of the container.

D.
Place four carnations equidistant around the lip of the container. Be sure each bloom overlaps the lip of the container and the stems touch the lip of the container.

E.
Carnations to gracefully arch outward from the design and near the center flower. 

F.
Select four additional carnations to gracefully arch outward from the design. Make sure their placement is half‑way between the base and center carnations. Stagger their positions between the base carnations so they will not be placed in rows.

G.
Place filler mini-carnations in the spaces between the standard carnations. There will be more than one bloom per stem. Place the longer stems in the upper spaces and the shorter stems in the lower spaces of the design. Place these filler flowers in the center of each space for best effect and utilization of materials. 

H.
Add greenery to the design. Foliage such as sprengeri, boston fern, curved leatheleaf, etc. will repeat the arching effect of the standard carnations. Don't overdo the greenery. Use just enough to hide the mechanics and fill any holes in the design. 

I.
Add baby=s breath to the design. Other appropriate small filler could include statice, spray asters, saladago, or other filler.

3.
Teacher set the standard by demonstrating the steps of construction. 
4.
Let students use the teacher design as at example to follow in constructing their design.
5.
Students construct the design using notes taken in class and observing the teacher demonstration.
Summary

Many variations are possible by substituting flowers, filler, and foliage. Substitute these to meet your local needs and availability of materials.
Evaluation
Grade designs individually during class, critiquing their arrangements in the presence of the student. Make any suggestions for improving the designs. Require student to correct any mistakes before issuing a final grade. Refer to figures 10.22 through 10~30 in Dr. Griner's book.
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