Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 13:
Wedding Flowers
Lesson 3:

Ceremonial Decorations

QCC:
450, 455, 458, 459, 463, 464 
Objectives: 

1.
Identify areas to be decorated.

2.  Create a design for the guest book table.

3.  Create isle and pen decorations.

4.  Create an alter decoration.

Teaching Time:

4 hours
References:

Griner, Charles P.  Floriculture Designing & Merchandising.  Delmar Publishers, Inc.  Albany, NY.  ISBN: 0-8273-6979-4.  Current Edition.
Materials and Equipment:

Pictures of a church decorated for a wedding

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Have pictures of a church decorated for a wedding.  Get the pictures from a bridal magazine or a florist.  Perhaps, you may even use your own wedding photos.

Discussion
1.
In order to identify the areas that need to be decorated you must first know the church and their policies on flowers and where you can have them.
A.
After you find out this information then discuss with the bride what kind of flowers she would like to have, where to put them, how large, and how many arrangements she will need.

B.
Most common places to put arrangements and decorations at are in the entry of the church (inside and out), the vestibule, at the ends of the aisles and pews, and last the altar.

C.
The altar is probably the most important part of the decorating.  This will be the most viewed part of the sanctuary.

D.
Outside of the church a lot of people put plants and bows, they usually tie it to the railing down the steps or to the pillar.  Sometimes a garland is hung on the railing.

E.
Inside some people even carry the theme that they used outside into the indoor entry way.  This is also where the guest book is.  The book is usually on a table with a vase of fresh flowers beside it.

F.
Sometimes when the bride elects to save money the flower girls baskets are used as the arrangement.  Replaced before and after the ceremony.

G.
Most of the time the entry way is adjacent to the vestibule which is decorated with live green plants.

H.
At the ends of the aisles and pews a lot of people put bows and greenery on the ends.  In some cases there have even been flowers added to the bow (fresh or silk).  Some people even put hanging candelabra on the end of the pews and decorate with fresh greenery and bows and/or flowers.

I.
The altar is usually the last place that is decorated.  You can even do the simplest decorations and look good.  When decorating the altar you need to take under considerations what is already on the altar.  If the altar is really old and ornate you don=t need much decoration but if it is real simple you might just want to add a little something or even an elaborate arrangement.

J.
If you have a place to sit things on your altar try doing a really large arrangement depending on the size church for the altar rather than a couple of small arrangement.  Always look at what will be seen from all angles of the church, front, back, and side.

2.
When creating a design for any arrangement always be sure that it matches the theme of the occasion.

A.
Have a small amount of flowers available and explain to the students you are just going to show them the bare essentials.  Teach each student how to tie a bow.  Have some fresh cut greenery such as ivy or fern to show the students bow to arrange a bow fixed with greenery.

B.
When doing an arrangement for a guest book table, be sure it is small but pretty.  Never make it very big.  It can be colorful depending on the time of year and what other colors that are being used in the wedding.  This arrangement can be a vase arrangement or even a basket arrangement.  Most cases the flowers used for this arrangement are smaller and less expensive than the ones used for the reception or on the altar.

C.
Aisles and pews are usually decorated with bows and greenery.  The bow is tied of either no. 40 or no. 9 ribbon usually white.  Other colors can be used.  After the bow has been tied attach it to the end of the pew.  A lot of times greenery and flowers are added to the bow for color and contrast.  Sometimes a pew arrangement is made by placing floral foam in a foam cage and attached to the end of the pew.  An arrangement is made in the foam when attached to the pews.  At time the aisles are decorated with candelabra.  Sometimes these can be a hanging candelabra that just hang over the pew.  Other times these candelabra usually contain 1 candle with a hurricane globe on top.  Make sure these candles do not drip, not just these but all candles used in the ceremony.  Candles should not extend over the top or the globe.  Usually flower and greenery are added to these candelabra to keep the theme.

D.
The altar decorations can be simple or elaborate.  Some people use candelabra, such as the spiral, seven branch and arch.  There are many other kinds but these are the most common.  When people use these they just add green plants and greenery to the altar, this turns out to be simple but elegant.  Others just have large arrangements at the front of the church on the altar that stands out.  If at all possible, don=t use lavender or blues in the arrangements.  These color seem to fade into the background if seen from the back of the church.

E.
The altar can also have kneeling benches.  

F.
Other arrangements and candelabra can be put on pedestal on and near the altar.  The kneeling bench can have flower arrangements attached to the ends of the bench that faces the congregation.  When making these arrangements make sure the themes of the flowers follow throughout the whole ceremony.  When showing the students how to create an altar piece have a small candelabra, you can get this from your local florist or wholesale dealer, show the students how to attach the foam cage to the candelabra and put greenery and a bow in it.

3.
Activities

A.
Obtain several copies of wedding videos.  Show and point out the different decorations used.

B.
Have students as a class design simple ceremonial decorations including:

· guest book table

· aisle decorations

· pew decorations

· altar decorations

Summary
Ceremonial decorations are very important to the wedding party.  The desire and wishes of the bride should be met if at all possible within limits.

Evaluation
Have enough ribbon available for each student to tie a bow.  Tell the students that whoever has the best looking bow wins five dollars or an extra 100 grade.  Have teacher or administrators come in and judge.  After judging let each student get their own bow and show the students how to add greenery to the bow the way you taught.  Grade them on participation and their attempt to master the skill.
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