Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 16:
Arranging Preserved and Artificial Flowers
Lesson 1:

Types of Artificial Flowers

QCC:
450, 455, 458, 459 
Objective: 

Identify the different types of artificial flowers.

Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

Anderson, Gary A.  Floral Design and Marketing.  Ohio Agricultural Education Curriculum Materials Service, Columbus, OH.  Current Edition.
Materials and Equipment:

Plastic-stemmed silk flowers, hand-wrapped silks, paper flowers, a variety of dried flowers

Powerpoint: Under Horticulture on Disc 4


Everlasting Flowers

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Involve the students in a brief discussion of the importance of permanent flowers.  When are permanent flowers used in the floral industry?
Discussion
1.
How many different kinds of artificial flowers there are in the floral industry today?
A.
5 groups of artificial flowers but under those groups there are many subgroups.

B.
As you talk about each type, it would be very effective if you have at least one type from each group.

C.
Silk flowers make up the largest portion of the artificial flower sector in the florist industry.  

· There are five different types of flowers: 

· silk

· nylon

· cotton

· rayon

· blends

· plastic  

· Depending on what they are made of, the prices range.

· Two basic forms

· molded and plastic-stemmed flowers 

· Hand-wrapped silks.  

· Molded flowers:  usually made of polyester, which has been heat molded in a die form to create the petals.  After this, a stem is attached, which is a piece of wire that is covered in green plastic.  These are usually sold as a bush together with many flowers on the bush.  The silk flowers done this way are a lot cheaper than hand-wrapped flowers.

· Hand-wrapped silks: usually cut out by a stamp, attached to a wire and positioned to the right way to form the flower intended on.  The flower is then attached to the stem and wrapped in place by floral tape.  The flower is then hand-painted or hand-dyed to the color that is wanted.  Hand-wrapped silks are more expensive because of the labor that is required in making each one.  This type is sold mostly as individually.

D.
Paper flowers: made from rice paper, parchment, and bark fiber paper.  The reason for the use of these types of papers is because of the high fiber content.  They are basically made the same as the hand-wrapped silks but are pre-dyed in most cases before being attached to the stem and wrapped.  If they have not been pre-dyed they are then airbrushed after they have been formed.  These are expensive also because of the labor required to produce them. 

E.
Dried and preserved flowers basically go together. 

· There are many different types of flowers that can be done this way.  The different techniques have been described in unit 15 lesson 1.  

· One type of dried preservation that was not discussed earlier was:

-
Freeze-dried flowers have had all moisture removed mechanically from their cell structures.  

-
The flowers can retain their shape with some suppleness to their texture.  

-
Most wholesalers carry freeze-dried flowers, they are a lot more expensive than any other flowers dried in other ways.

2.
Activity
Now that you have all the different kinds of artificial flowers allow your students to make an arrangement from very inexpensive flowers that you have purchased for them to see the different ways to work with silk flowers.

Summary

Permanent flowers play an important role in the floral industry.

What are the different types of artificial flowers?

Evaluation
Quiz

Laboratory Activity
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