Cottonwood Trees and the Alamo
The Cottonwood tree is linked by blood and name to the Battle of the Alamo. The Spanish word for Cottonwood is “Alamo.” The roots of the trees’ ancestors were wet by the blood of Americans who fought in the famous battle in 1836 that lead to the independence of Texas. 

The Cottonwoods stood tall on the site where David Crockett and nearly two hundred heroes lived, fought and died. This is where Travis, commander of the American forces, drew the famous line in the sand that meant death to those who crossed it. As all but one man in the Alamo crossed the line, the cottonwoods stood near. The Cottonwoods grew at the Alamo along the banks of the river and along an irrigation ditch through the Alamo dug by Spanish missionaries. 

The Spanish established the Alamo as a mission, first called San Antonio de Valero. The purpose of the Valero mission was a combination of religious and school for the Indians. The Valero mission came to be known as the "Alamo" because of a large grove of Cottonwoods growing there. A company of Spanish cavalry stationed there beginning in 1801-1802 gave the name “Alamo” to the mission.  

When the famous battle had been fought and an entire garrison lay dead, it was the "Alamos" or Cottonwood trees that Santa Anna used to burn their bodies. Alternating first a pile of cottonwood and then a row of bodies, the dictator used tallow and kerosene to light the fire. It burned for three days. 

Additional Information: 

The Cottonwood gets its name from white fibers that look like cotton attached to the seeds. Spring breezes can carry the fluffy seeds for miles – a great system for seed dispersal. The cottonwood is the Nebraska state tree.

In one of the movies -- Tombstone or Wyatt Earp – I cannot remember which, there is a gun fight on the banks of a river under large Cottonwood trees. The cottony seeds of the cottonwood can be seen floating continuously throughout the scene.

Cottonwood trees can be reproduced easily by cuttings as well as by seeds. Teachers may want to demonstrate asexual reproduction by rooting limbs from the Cottonwood tree. 
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