
Manna From Heaven

As on most summer mornings, Frank headed to his grandaddy’s house as soon as his mamma would let him.  Daddy Flanders’ house was the gathering point for all the grand kids.  From there they roamed the fields and woods playing kid games. 

This morning, as Frank approached, he saw Daddy Flanders and all the kids gathered around the pecan trees.  The pecan trees were glistening in the morning sun.  Every leaf was the darkest green he had ever seen, and they had some kind of shinny coating making them glisten.

The kids and Daddy Flanders were pulling off leaves and licking them.  Oh, its so good they said. The other children had apparently already had the lesson for the day from Daddy Flanders so Frank had to catch up.  Daddy Flanders knew everything.

Frank and the kids had never seen anything like this.  What is that shinny coating on the leaves, Frank asked?  Daddy Flanders said he didn’t really know how it happened but every once in a blue moon certain plants would be covered with it in the morning after the dew.  He called it a honey dew.  I guess it is just like manna from heaven, like it happened in the Bible he said.  The kids were amazed.  They must be witnessing a miracle just like the Israelites experienced when they were in the wilderness!

Frank licked some leaves himself.  Indeed, it tasted like a sugar syrup had been brushed onto every leaf.  What a miracle.

This phenomenon was not quite what the Flanders kids thought.  Miracles do happen, but this was not one of them.


What was the honey dew on the pecan trees and how did it get there?
When Frank got into an ag class in high school he learned that the honey dew he tasted was a saccharine type material deposited by insects, mostly aphids.  Saccharine means overly sweet or taste resembling sugar.  

How had so much honey dew gotten onto the trees?
The aphid population on the pecan trees had apparently been building up for some time.  This was caused by just the right combination of factors that favored aphid population growth such as few predators, good tree health, no insecticides sprayed on the tree or nearby, and no storms that would have washed or blown them off the trees.  The population continued to build until there was a population explosion of aphids.  If the tree had been examined on some of the higher limbs, millions and millions of aphids would have been found.

What are some other names for honey dew?
Excrement and several other less polite names.

Aphids are often tended by ants and are called ant cows.  Why?
Ants eat honey dew for food.  If you observe them, they appear to be tending the aphids, never harming them, just moving them around to get the sweet excrement.

Written by Frank Flanders, July 1997.

