Course:
01.463 Landscape Design and Management

Unit 10:
Installing and Maintaining Turf Grasses
Lesson 2:
Selecting the Proper Grass

GPS:
CTAE-FS-1, CTAE-FS-2, 
CTAE-FS-4, AG-NL-12c 
Objectives: 

1.
List six factors used in the comparison of different Turf grasses.

2.
List the information required by law on grass seed labels.

3.
Explain the differences between single-species plants, single-species blends, and mixture of species.
Teaching Time: 
3 hours
References:  

Ingels, Jack E. Landscaping Principles and Practices. Delmar Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY. .

Emmons, Robert.  Turfgrass Science and Management.  Delmar Publishers, Inc.

PowerPoint:

1.  Lawns

2.  Turfgrass

Materials and Equipment:

5-8 examples of packaged grass seed

5-8 poly-flats

potting soil

Handout/Transparency 10.2.1


Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask students what type of grass do they have in their lawn?  Write the grass names on the board.  What turf grass do you see on a football field, baseball field and golf course?
Discussion

1.
Discuss five factors used in the comparison of turf grasses.

A.
Growth habit

· Show diagrams of each - discuss how you can tell the difference between each type of grass

· Look at examples of each - pass around samples for students to inspect and write down characteristics

 

B.
Seed size
· Perform a seed count on 1 ounce of different varieties of seed.
· Divide the class into groups.  Assign each group a different species of grass.  Provide scale and petri dish.  Compare results.
C.
Soil - discuss soil pH, texture, nutrients and which grasses grow better in different types of soils

D. 
Climate - discuss warm season versus cool season grasses

E.
Use tolerance.  Give example of uses.  Discuss needs of species.

F.
Activity: Obtain different types of flats of grass seed and observe differences in growth.  Provide examples of packaged grass seed.  Have students find required information on labels.

2.
Discuss the difference between single species and seed mixtures.  Use examples of seed bags to show single species, blends and mixtures.

3.
Discuss - prices, seed rate coverage, packaging.  See handout/transparency 10.2.1.

4.
Activity

Students must call or visit a garden center or bring back to class the name, seed rate, lbs./bag and price of five different types of lawn grasses.  Discuss and post student information on board.  All students record information in record book.

Summary    

Ask the students to select a site around campus or their home, describe the conditions of the site and select a turf grass for that site.  Students must support the reason for the turf grass selection.

Evaluation
Student presentations of turf selection for a given site.
10.2.1
Turfgrass Comparisons
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