Course:
01.464 Nursery/Turf Production and Management

Unit 8:
Selecting and Scheduling Nursery Crops
Lesson 1:
Prepare a Production Plan 

GPS:
CTAE-FS-1, CTAE-FS-2, AG-NL-13-A, AG-NL-13-B

Objectives: 

1.
Determine the available markets for each type of nursery.

2.
Calculate the production area of a nursery.

3.
Determine the crop rotation for certain nursery crops and their common container size.

4.
Develop a production schedule for a nursery.

Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

Nursery Production. Pennsylvania State University. State College, PA.

Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask students to think about where the nursery for their town is?  In most cases the nursery is on the edge of town or just outside the city limits.  Ask students why is this true?  Answer:  The nursery needs the land for the production of crops.  Discuss why the town may only have one or two nurseries and what helped the owner of the nursery to make that decision.

Discussion

1.
How does one decide whether or not a proposed production nursery is likely to have a market for its plants?

2.
What kinds, sizes, and quantities of plants are likely to be sold in a nursery.

3.
List on board (from class discussion) types of nursery plants and when (time of year) propagate and how long until sale.

4.
Bring in plant materials in 4" pot, 1 gallon pot, 3 gallon pot.  Ask the students to calculate how many plants could be grown in a 28' x 100' cold frame.

5.
Teacher lead problem solving calculations of determining the number of plants to propagate each year when considering:

A.
Loss in propagation- 20%

B.
Loss in productivity- 10%

C.
Loss in harvest, grading- 10%

6.
Group Activity

Each student group will develop calender of activities and a nursery crop rotation plan for a specific type of nursery and present plan to class.

Summary
Teacher review items to consider in preparing a yearly calender of activities, identifying the maintenance and production cycles that should be included.
Evaluation

Group work and presentation of production plan.
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