Course:
01.464 Nursery/Turf Production and Management

Unit 11:
 Managing Crops in the Nursery
Lesson 2:
Rogue Plants 

GPS:
CTAE-FS-1, CTAE-FS-2, CTAE-FS-4, CTAE-FS-6, 

AG-NL-10-B
Objective: 

Remove diseased or substandard plant stock from the nursery.
Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

.


Nursery Production 2nd Edition. Pennsylvania State University. State College, PA.  

Nursery Production Teacher Edition.  2nd Edition. Pennsylvania State University. State College, PA.  

American Standard for Nursery Stock, American Association of Nurserymen, Washington, DC.
Materials and Equipment:

4 or 5 plants of the same species and cultivar of varying quality.  

Further examples of plants to rogue.
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Introduce students to the concept by displaying to students 4 or 5 plants of the same species and cultivars of varying quality.  Have students select the best to the worst quality plant.  Ask them which plant they would most want to purchase.  Explain how nurserymen must be able to go through their plants and rogue those that are substandard.  Define for students the concept of roguing.  Compare the roguing of plants to the roguing of a cattle herd.

Discussion

1.
Refer to the American Standard for Nursery Stock for example of substandard plants based on improper grading, pruning, and cultivation practices.  
Give students examples of plants that do not meet the criteria for standards.
2.
Have students list on the board characteristics of plants that should be rogued. 
1. Weak, spindly growth 

2. Poor foliage development and color 

3. Broken or damaged limbs or trunks 

4. Disease problems

5. Injury from pesticides or fertilizers 

6. Injury from mineral deficiency 

7. Improper potting 

8. Insect and wildlife damage 

9. Cultivars not true to type 

10. Poor shape or form.

3.
Refer to Nursery Production from Penn State pages 119-122 on types of disease problems to watch for.  
Have students list the causes of diseases in nursery plants and how they affect the plant.
4.
Activity

If possible, take students to a nursery or observe plants on the school campus and have them select plants to rogue.
Summary
Although little reference material is available in regard to how to rogue

 

plants, it can be taught as a common sense approach.  Students need to be made aware of what constitutes an acceptable and an unacceptable plant in the nursery.  Emphasizing that students should approach the process of roguing as what they would want to buy is the best way to illustrate the need to rogue crops.  The teacher should try to use practical application of the information as much as possible by having students practice the selection of inferior and superior plant material.
Evaluation

Written test
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