Course:
01.464 Nursery/Turf Production and Management

Unit 14:
Christmas Tree Production
Lesson 1:
Site Selection for a Christmas Tree Farm

QCC:
468, 477, 478, 479, 481
Objectives: 

1.
Determine the site selection of area to be planted.

2.
Determine factors to be considered when selecting growing sites.

3. Determine preparation practices to be completed before planting.

Teaching Time:


90 minutes
References:

Christmas Trees for Pleasure and Profit: ISBN:0-8135-1074-0

Christmas Trees, A Profitable Crop for Georgia; CES, University of Georgia
Materials and Equipment:

Calculators
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask students if they can think of a business that has closed.  Was site a factor?  

Ask students if they know the three most important factors in real estate?  Answer: Location, location, location.  Ask them what that means.  Explain that this is why a house in one neighborhood might sell for $100,000 while the same house in a better neighborhood might sell for twice as much. 
Discussion
1.
Determine the site of area to be planted.

3. Lead Students to develop a list of factors and subfactors that might affect the amount of land needed.  (List on the board or overhead).
· Number of trees marketed per year.

(labor available, market and marketing method, income desired)


· Tree spacing

Size marketed - larger trees require more space

mowing equipment - width

shearing method - hand verses machine, machine requires wider spacing
2. Using the factors listed in part A, lead the student to develop the following equation:

Land Needed = Trees Marketed Per Year X Years Rotation
43,560 ft.2/ac. / Spacing
3. Demonstrate an example using the equation.

(board or overhead)

4. Give students an example to calculate and compare answers.           

2.
Determine factors to be considered when selecting growing sites.
A.
Lead students to develop a list of factors and subfactors that affect the suitability of land.  (Record factors on the board or overhead).
· Soil

- Fertility (page 5 - Christmas Trees)

- Drainage (well drained)

- Texture ( not too course or fine)
· Topography ( level enough for matching

· Surface conditions ( free of rocks, stumps, dense brush)

· Location ( affect on marketing method)

· Exposure (amount and direction of light during growing season)

· Cost

3.
Determine preparation practices to be completed before planting.
Lead students to determine preparation that might be necessary. (record on board or overhead)
A.
Fertilization (review Unit 3 Lesson 6)

B.
Removal of competing vegetation (chemical - mechanical)


C.
Cultivation (Chapter 6 Christmas Trees for Pleasure and Profit)

Summary
Review the objectives of the lesson with the students.

Have students develop a scenario that addresses the three objectives of the lesson.

Evaluation

Written test
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