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Course:
AG-SAC - 02.423 Small Animal Care
Unit 9:
Small Animals – Cats 
Georgia Performance Standards:
AG-SAC9 (a-g)
Academic Standards:



SB1, SB2, SB3, SB5, SEV1
National Standards: 





Objectives:
1. Explain the ancestry of the domesticated cat.

2. Describe the characteristics of cats that made them desirable as a companion animal.

3. Discuss how different breeds of cats were developed.

4. Describe how cats are classified according to hair length and color.

5. Describe the nutritional needs of cats. 

6. Outline a vaccination program for cats.

7. Describe the difficulties encountered when training cats.

Teaching Time:

Grades: 9-12
Essential Question: How did cats develop and how are they cared for?
Unit Understandings, Themes, and Concepts:  Students will gain an understanding of how cats became domesticated, how they are classified, and how they are cared for.
Primary Learning Goals:  Students will be able to explain how cats became companion animals, how they are classified, and their needs from their owners.
Students with disabilities: For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the individual student's IEP to insure that the accommodations specified in the IEP are being provided within the classroom setting. Instructors should familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation within any given instructional activity or requirement.

Assessment Method/Type:

____ Constructed Response

____ Peer Assessment

_ __ Combined Methods


____ Selected Response

____ Informal Checks


____ Self Assessment

References:

Materials and Equipment:

Overhead projector





Transparency 
Eraser board






Handout 

LCD Projector






Computer

POWERPOINTS:


Web Resources:

Additional Web Resources:
Georgia Performance Standards:
AG-SAC-9 (a-g)
AG-SAC-9: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the development of the cat and classify the different types and breeds of cats.  There will also demonstrate an understanding of the care and management of cats.  

1. Explain the ancestry of the domesticated cat.

2. Describe the characteristics of cats that made them desirable as a companion animal.

3. Discuss how different breeds of cats were developed.

4. Describe how cats are classified according to hair length and color.

5. Describe the nutritional needs of cats. 

6. Outline a vaccination program for cats.

7. Describe the difficulties encountered when training cats.

Academic Standards:


SB1, SB2, SB3, SB5, SEV1
SB1 The student analyzes the nature of the relationships between structures and functions in living cells.
SB2 The student analyzes how biological traits are passed on to successive generations.
SB3 The student derives the relationship between single-celled and multi-celled organisms and the increasing complexity of systems.

SB5 The student evaluates the role of natural selection in the development of the theory of evolution.
SEV1 The student investigates the flow of energy and cycling of matter within an ecosystem and relates these phenomena to human society.
Lesson Introduction Activity

Lesson:
Small Animals - Cats
Assignment:


Be prepared to share ideas with the class.

Points/Grade Available:

Lesson Introduction Activity Rubric

	Content - information is written on the topic and covers each aspect of the question. 
	50 %



	Class Discussion – participates in the class discussion on the topic. 
	50 %


Teaching Procedure

Cats have always been a source of fascination for mankind throughout history. Today cats have become one of the world's most popular pets perfectly suited to the lifestyle of our day.  It has been about 4000 years since the first cats were domesticated. The Ancient Egyptians were the first to keep and use cats to control vermin and other pests to protect stores of food. In Ancient Egypt, the cat was revered as a hunter and worshiped as gods and goddesses. The ancient Egyptians imposed the death penalty for killing cats and cats were also mummified before being buried.
Other ancient civilizations later began to domesticate the cat and took tame felines to Italy where they slowly spread around Europe. Eventually, they arrived in the New World with the Pilgrims. The shorthaired domestic cat spread across the world from Egypt while longhaired cats came later from Turkey and Iran. The domestic cat also spread from India to China and Japan.

Except for a short period of persecution in the Middle Ages when cats were associated with the devil, by the eighteenth century cats had become popular household pets worldwide. 

The wild cats of today such as Lions and Tigers descended from early carnivores called miacids. From there the modern wild cat developed into three main types; the European wild cat, the African wild cat and the Asiatic desert cat. The domestic cat is thought to have evolved from the African wild cat because of its tabby markings. 

Domestic cats today still take many characteristics from their wild ancestors. The arresting eyes, body shape, feeding and grooming habits are the same along with the ability to pounce into action at any given moment. It is this link that makes the domestic cat so fascinating around the world.

The non-pedigree domestic cat, the Moggie is the most popular house pet today with the black and white Moggie being the most popular followed by the black cat followed by the Tabby cat. There are also 36 recognized breeds of pedigree cats around the world with the Siamese cat being the most popular. Most homes today that keep pets have at least one cat in residence.
Cat Nutrition

An average adult cat's diet should consist of at least 28-percent protein, which helps regulate metabolism and build and repair tissue. Felines need fats, too, which transport vitamins throughout the body and help maintain a healthy coat. Fats should make up at least 9 percent of the diet.

Carbohydrates, which provide energy, should comprise no more than 40 percent of a feline's daily allowance. A premium-quality food will contain the right percentages, along with necessary vitamins and minerals. Should you give your cat wet or dry food? It's often a matter of convenience and taste-your cat's, that is. Eating dry food will exercise a cat's gums and thus help maintain dental health. But as dry formulas contain about 10 percent water, versus 75 percent in the average wet food, you must make sure your pet is drinking enough. Adequate water intake is important for pets with urinary tract disease, especially if they have been on a dry-only diet. Moist foods may be easier on older pets who have lost their teeth. If your pet eats only wet food, Experts recommend that you give him a crunchy treat, and vice versa.
Feline Vaccine Protocol

	Vaccine Antigen
	Age at Initial Vaccination
	Booster Interval
	Panel Comments

	
	Under 12 weeks
	Over 12 weeks
	
	

	Panleukopenia 
parenteral MLV 
intranasal MLV
	vaccinate at initial visit and then every 3-4 wks until >12 weeks 1
	1 dose
	1 year later, then every 3 years
	Highly recommended. Not for use in pregnant queens or kittens <4 wks or immune compromised

	Panleukopenia 
killed
	vaccinate at initial visit and then every 3-4 wks until >12 weeks
	2 doses 
3-4 wks apart
	1 year later, then every 3 years
	Highly recommended

	FHV-1/FCV * 2 
parenteral MLV 
intranasal MLV
	vaccinate at initial visit and then every 3-4 wks until >12 weeks
	1 dose
	1 year later, then every 3 years 3
	Highly recommended

	FHV-1/FCV * 
killed
	vaccinate at initial visit and then every 3-4 wks until >12 weeks
	2 doses 
3-4 wks apart
	1 year later, then every 3 years 3
	Highly recommended

	Rabies 
killed
	
	1 dose
	1 year later, then every 3 years 5
	Highly recommended for all cats

	Chlamydia 
avirulent live
	1 dose
	1 dose
	1 year later, then annually
	Recommended for use in cats at high risk of exposure

	Chlamydia 
killed
	2 doses 
3-4 wks apart
	2 doses 
3-4 wks apart
	1 year later, then annually
	Recommended for use in cats at high risk of exposure

	FIP 
intranasal MLV
	
	2 doses 
3-4 wks apart not earlier than 16 wks
	1 year later, then annually
	It is reasonable to vaccinate cats at risk of exposure to other cats with known or clinically suspected exposure to feline corona virus

	FeLV 
killed
	2 doses 
3-4 wks apart; 
1st dose > 8 wks; 
2nd dose >12 wks 
	2 doses 
3-4 wks apart
	1 year later, then annually
	Follow testing recommendations as published in the AAFP/AFM Recommendation for Feline Retrovirus Testing. Recommended for use in cats with high risk 4 of exposure.

	M. Canis 
killed
	
	Prevention: 
3 doses; 2 wks between 1st and 2nd, then 3rd dose 3 wks after 2nd dose. 
Treatment: 
3 doses; 2 wks between 1st and 2nd, then 3rd dose 3 wks after 2nd dose. 3rd dose is at DVM  discretion. 
	Guidelines for long term use or booster intervals not available
	Not recommended for routine use. Insufficient data to evaluate use in prevention or elimination of M. Canis infection.


Summary                                                                                                        

Evaluation

Written test
Daily Notes

Class Participation

Individual Learning Assignment

Daily Food Log

Group Learning Activity

Presentation Learning Activity
Individual Learning Activity

Lesson:
Small Animals - Cats
Assignment:
Choose one of the topics below and research it. Write a report on your findings that answers the question or explains the concept and shows why it is relevant to your life.

1. Explain the ancestry of the domesticated cat.

2. Describe the characteristics of cats that made them desirable as a companion animal.

3. Discuss how different breeds of cats were developed.

4. Describe how cats are classified according to hair length and color.

5. Describe the nutritional needs of cats. 

6. Outline a vaccination program for cats.

7. Describe the difficulties encountered when training cats.

Minimum Requirements:
1. Paper must be typed in 12 point font and at least one page in length. The paper may be double-spaced. 

2. At least two credible references must be properly cited.

3. All work must be original. No plagiarism! Any use of  

another’s ideas without giving credit will result in a zero.

4. Papers will be graded on content (amount of good information, accuracy, etc.) and mechanics (grammar, spelling, and punctuation.)

Due Date:

Points/Grade Available:

Individual Learning Activity Rubric

	Content - offers current information on the topic chosen, thoroughly covers each aspect of the question, and demonstrates understanding and mastery of the lesson. The paper should include information and issues of state and local importance.
	35 pts.



	Critical Analysis - logical process of analyzing and reporting information that examines and explains the topic selected. The paper should go beyond simply listing facts and must include why the concept is relevant to the student’s life. 
	25 pts.

	Organization- The paper should have an orderly structure that demonstrates a logical flow of ideas.
	15 pts.

	Mechanics- spelling, grammar, punctuation, font size, double spacing, citation, etc. Essentially, the paper should meet all specifications and be executed following rules of proper written English.
	15 pts.


Group Learning Activity
Lesson: 
Small Animals - Cats
Assignment: 
Choose one of the topics below and research it. With your group, prepare a presentation to teach the class your concept.

1. Explain the ancestry of the domesticated cat.

2. Describe the characteristics of cats that made them desirable as a companion animal.

3. Discuss how different breeds of cats were developed.

4. Describe how cats are classified according to hair length and color.

5. Describe the nutritional needs of cats. 

6. Outline a vaccination program for cats.

7. Describe the difficulties encountered when training cats.

Your presentation should include the following:
1. A lesson plan outlining exactly what your group will teach and how the information will be taught

2. A Power Point of at least twelve slides

3. Notes containing the information the class will be responsible for (these can be printed and given to the class, written on the board, or part of the Power Point). A copy of the notes will be turned in to the instructor.

4. Some type of interactive activity for the class (game, problem solving activity, interactive model, etc.)

5. Your group must also prepare an assessment for the class. This assessment can be written or oral, but should show the instructor that the class understands and has retained the material being taught.

Due Date:

Points/Grade Available:

All work must be original. No plagiarism! Any use of  

another’s ideas without giving credit will result in a zero.

Group Learning Activity Rubric
	Lesson Plan – The group submits a thorough, detailed lesson plan highlighting the content and organization of their lesson.
	10 pts.

	PowerPoint – The group presents a Power Point of at least twelve slides that contains information and pictures vital to the lesson with additional information or examples for enhancement.
	20 pts.

	Interactive Activity – Some type of interactive activity is used to help teach the lesson. The activity should contribute to the mastery of content and involve the entire class in some way.
	15 pts.

	Assessment – A fair, thorough assessment is prepared and administered based on the information presented to the class. Poor grades on the assessment by a few members of the class are excusable, but if the entire class has difficulty, the points awarded in this category may be lowered at the discretion of the instructor.
	   15 pts.

	Content – The group should cover the concept (within reason) in entirety. The group may study actual lesson plans to help decide what should be emphasized.
	    25 pts.

	Overall Effect – The group is prepared, enthusiastic, and interesting, and the lesson flows smoothly. 
	    15 pts.


Presentation Learning Activity
Lesson:
Small Animals - Cats
Assignment:
Choose one of the topics below, research it, and prepare a presentation that answers the question or explains the concept and shows why it is relevant to your life.

1. Explain the ancestry of the domesticated cat.

2. Describe the characteristics of cats that made them desirable as a companion animal.

3. Discuss how different breeds of cats were developed.

4. Describe how cats are classified according to hair length and color.

5. Describe the nutritional needs of cats. 

6. Outline a vaccination program for cats.

7. Describe the difficulties encountered when training cats.

Minimum Requirements:
Oral Report Option

1.   Write a paper on one of the topics and orally present your work to the class.

2.   Paper may be double-spaced and should be at least one page in length, resulting in a two to five minute presentation. 

3.   At least two references must be properly cited. 

4.   The presentation of the report will be graded secondary 

      to the content of the paper.

PowerPoint Option
1. Presentation should be at least ten slides in length

2. Presentation should include at least four photos.

3. Presentation should be two to five minutes in length.

4. Grammar and spelling will be graded by the same standards as any other written assignment.

5. At least two references must be properly cited.

Poster Option:

1. Prepare a poster that answers/explains one of the topics. You will present your poster to the class.

2. Your poster should include both text and graphics that help communicate your research.

3. At least two sources of information should be properly cited on the back of the poster.

4. Neatness and appearance of the poster will be graded.

5. Poster presentation should last two to five minutes.

Due Date:

Points/Grade Available:

For all presentations: All work must be original. No plagiarism! Any use of another’s work or ideas without giving proper credit will result in a zero.
Presentation Learning Activity Rubric

	Content- offers current information on the topic chosen, thoroughly covers each aspect of the question, and demonstrates understanding and mastery of the lesson. The presentation should include information and issues of state and local importance.
	40 pts.

	Critical Analysis/Organization – The presentation shows a logical process of analyzing and reporting information that examines and explains the topic selected. The presentation should go beyond simply listing facts and must include why the concept is relevant to the student’s life.
	20 pts.

	Presentation – The student makes a genuine effort to present, not just read the material. The student should present with confidence using techniques like eye contact and voice inflexion to make his or her point. Although content takes precedence over presentation, the experience of successfully presenting in front of a class is part of the basis of this assignment.
	25 pts.

	Mechanics- spelling, grammar, punctuation, font size, double spacing, citation, etc. Essentially, the presentation should meet all guidelines set forth and should be executed in proper written English. For the poster, this includes neatness and appearance.
	15 pts.


Teacher Notes
Essential Question: How did cats develop and how are they cared for?
Vocabulary
Lesson Evaluation

Lesson Evaluation Key
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