Georgia Agriculture Education Curriculum



Course:
03.454
Urban and Community Forestry

Unit 1:
The Art and Science of Urban Forestry
Lesson 1:
The Art of Urban Forestry

QCC:
155, 171
Objectives: 
1.
Describe the aesthetic value of trees.

2.
Describe the many uses of trees in an urban setting.

3.
Describe how trees have been used historically in urban settings.

Teaching Time:


2 hours

References:  Primary Student Texts:

Lee, Jasper S.  Introduction to World Agriscience and Technology.  Interstate Publishers, Inc.  Danville, IL.  ISBN:  0-8134-3000-3.  

Georgia Urban Forestry Council: http://www.gufc.org/ 

http://www.gatrees.org/Resources/Publications/CommunityForests/GeorgiaModelUrbanForestBook.pdf 

http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/uf/lab_exercises/table.htm
Materials and Equipment:
Computer

Internet Access
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set
Have students name trees or tree parts that are aesthetically pleasing to them.  Discuss Why.  Show students examples of trees that have aesthetic value.  Examples may include:

-flowering trees for their beauty

-peach trees for their fruit

-large trees for their shade value

Discussion

1.
Define aesthetic trees for students:
A.
Aesthetic:  evaluation of elements of the environment in relation to human perceptual qualities of sight, sound, smell, touch, taste, and freedom of movement.

B.
Aesthetic value:  the value or pleasure that anything of beauty gives to humans.

2.
Have each student name a place in the community that they believe is the most aesthetically pleasing.  Have them write a paragraph or short essay describing the place.
3.
The community square (city center) is poorly used by the citizens, unkempt and littered.  The city council has surveyed the community and the majority of citizens want to see this eyesore either developed or paved over for additional parking for downtown merchants.  Our class has been asked to analyze the situation and make recommendations to the city council.  Display and handout transparency 11.3.1.  Use teacher’s reference - handout 11.3.2 for ideas.

4.
How can trees be used in an urban setting?

A.
Gardening/landscaping 

B.
Screen unsightly views

C.
Create privacy

D.
Abate high noise levels

E.
Reduce glare

F.
Recreational – climbing, swinging, viewing wildlife

G.
Shade

5. How have trees been used historically in urban settings?

Draw a time line; bring in other historical events.

A.
Greek, Roman, and Egyptian civilizations

B.
Early settlers in North America 

C.
Late 1700's to early 1800's

D.
The advancement of the practice of arboriculture (tree care and maintenance) in the early 1900's.

E.
Urban forestry was not recognized as an integrated ecosystem until the mid-1960's in Toronto, Canada.

F.
1968 - urban forestry was officially recognized in the U.S.

G.
USDA Forest Service was given the responsibility for developing and implementing the urban forestry program nation wide in 1972, with an appropriated budget of $3.5 million.

H.
Funding in 1990 was $30 million.

I.
Current status of federal and state level programming

Summary

Review the important points of the aesthetic value of trees.
Define the terms.

Evaluation

Have the students select a place in the community that they believe is the least aesthetically pleasing to the eye.  Have them write an essay on why the area is not aesthetically pleasing, and what would they do specifically to make the area more pleasing.  Illustrate if necessary.

11.3.1

	Define the problem
	The local community square (civic center) is in disarray.  What recommendations can we develop for the city council to consider in order to save the space?

	Characteristics
	What and Why
	Situation-To-Be-Improved
	Recommendations

	
	
	
	


11.3.2

	Define the problem
	The local community square (civic center) is in disarray.  What recommendations can we develop for the city council to consider in order to save the space?

	Characteristics
	What and Why
	Situation-To-Be-Improved
	Recommendations

	People need a reason to visit

Adequate benches
Fresh water fountain
No landscaping except two overgrown Silver Maples
Clean, friendly area that is well-maintained
	To increase use
Places for people to sit and visit
For people to enjoy fresh water
Provide shade and aesthetically pleasing landscape
Invites people to enjoy the area
	The gazebo is weathered and in disrepair
3 benches are present and 1 has broken slates
No water available
Two overgrown Silver Maples
Poorly maintained, highly littered
	Repair and paint, reschedule activities to use gazebo
Build additional benches and repair existing benches

Install a drinking fountain

Draw up a design that features plants that bloom throughout the growing season
Local FFA chapter maintain this area weekly, build trash cans
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