Course:
03.454

Urban and Community Forestry

Unit 2:
Landscaping with Trees
Lesson 1:
How Trees are Used in Urban Settings

QCC:
171
Objectives: 

1.
Describe how trees are used in city parks.

2.
Explain how trees are used to landscape shopping centers.

3.
Discuss the different ways trees are used to landscape businesses.

4.
Discuss the uses of trees along roads and sidewalks in urban settings

5.
Describe how trees are used as barriers in cities.

Teaching Time:

2 Hours
References:

Schein, R.D. Street Trees: A Manual for Municipalities. Pennsylvania State University, State College, PA.

http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/uf/lab_exercises/table.htm 
www.cnr.vt.edu/forest/dendro/dendrology/main.htm
Materials and Equipment:


Computer


Digital camera


Projector


Internet Access
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Take a trip downtown.  Visit parks, shopping centers, businesses and planned residential areas.  Ask the students to focus on the trees planted in each area.  Why do you think they were planted there?  Does each tree serve its intended purpose?  Which trees should be removed?  Where could trees be added?  Take digital pictures of good and bad use of trees in these areas.

Discussion

1. Ask the students to name uses of trees in city parks.  Ex. Shade, recreation.  Trees in parks also provide a “retreat to nature” in highly urbanized areas.  Show digital pictures of both good and bad use of trees in parks.
2. Why are trees used in shopping centers?  Ex. Decoration, create boundaries between stores.  How important are trees to shopping centers?  When would you not want to place trees in a shopping center?  (A cluster of trees can hide criminals)  Show digital pictures.
3. Can trees placed around a business affect the number of customers for that business?  Are you more likely to choose a business with a pleasing landscape or no trees at all?  Why?  Show digital pictures.
4. Trees planted along roads and sidewalks are used to create unity between residential and commercial areas.  They also provide a way to unify the many different homes in a community.  They can be inviting and welcoming when driving through the neighborhood.  They also give a “home” effect to multifamily housing, such as apartment complexes and townhouses.  Show digital pictures.
Summary

Landscaping with trees is very important in urban settings.  They help create a natural environment in an unnatural setting.  They give parks shade, businesses more customers, and neighborhoods unity.

Evaluation 

Written Test:  Show students digital pictures of good and bad use of trees in urban areas.  Have students describe, in detail, if the trees are used correctly or incorrectly, and if they are used incorrectly, what should be done to correct it.
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