LESSON II

IMPORTANCE OF FORESTRY 

UNIT
The student should have a basic understanding of how much timberland

OBJECTIVE:
there is in the United States, Southeast, and Georgia as well as ownership patterns of these forested areas. They should understand the economic and environmental importance of the forest to them and future generations.

SPECIFIC 


OBJECTIVE:
1. The importance of trees and forests as a natural resource.

 2. History of forestry in the United States.

 3. Forest facts in the United States.

 4. Forests and forestry in the southeast.

 5. Georgia as a leader in forestry.

OBJECTIVE I.
The following excerpts from "Forests and Forestry" gives a good overview of our natural resource trees: forests. In every land, and in all ages, trees have had an influence on the progress and welfare of humans. Trees provided early inhabitants with food, medicines, fuel, shelter, protection, shade, tools and other needs. Today, over 10,000 products are reportedly made of and from wood. It is one of the most important renewable resource on our planet. In addition to these direct benefits provided by forests we sometimes overlook other values derived from trees.

a. They influence our climate. These affects are general in localized areas resulting in: (1) Forested areas being cooler in summer and warmer in the winter. (2) The air is more moist in the forest resulting in less evaporation from forest soils. (3) Forest soils are less subject to frost and freezing because of the forest litter. 

b. Forest help control runoff of rain water. The ground litter and humus allows seepage of water into the substratum where nature stores water. Forest act as a natural filter and help regulate stream flow. 

c. Forest shade along streams and lakes help regulate water temperatures and keep water cool enough to support fish. The filter effect of the forest also keep the water clear and more conducive to fish life. 

d. Flood prevention and water flow are affected by reducing the extremes found on non-timbered areas. 

e. Forests provide wildlife habitat. Some kinds of wildlife disappear when forest trees are removed.

f. Forests are one of our best ways to prevent soil erosion. Trees are also effective in preventing wind erosion.

g. Other factors affected by forest cover are:

(1) Removal of gas pollutants

(2) Noise abatement

(3) Property values increase

(4) Aesthetic values

OBJECTIVE II.
Early settlers were faced with extensive forest lands when they landed in America. These forests were both a hindrance and a help to the settlers. The forests provided the building materials, food, clothing, and medicines to survive. On the other hand, the forests were a hindrance to crop production and defense. The development of related activities started early in our history:

a. The United States covered a total land mass of 2.3 billion acres of land. It was estimated that forests made up approximately 975 million acres of this total land mass. Today we have approximately 731 million acres of forest land or 75% of the land that was forested in 1600.

b. The first sawmill was established by the English colonist in Jamestown, Virginia in 1625.

c. The sawmill industry started in the south around 1803; however, it did not develop into a major industry until a rapid increase in population started around 1895.

d. Lumber production peaked in 1909 with 50,000 mills, employing 500,000 workers producing some 46 billion board feet of lumber.

OBJECTIVE III.
We should all be aware of some of the important facts about America's abundant forests:

a. According to "Forest Statistics of the U.S. 1987", USDA Forest Service:

(1) The U.S. has more trees today than 70 years ago.

(2) Total U.S. land area is 2,257,619,000 acres, of this total 731,337,000 acres are forested.

(3) Each American uses the equivalent of a 100-foot by 18-inch diameter trees each year for wood and paper.

b. Of the 731 million acres of forested land in the U.S., 483.3 million acres are available and suitable for timber management.

c. Publicly-owned forest land (federal, state, county and Indian ownership) account for 136,353,000 acres or 28%.

d. Privately-held forest land (owned by companies and individuals) accounts for 346,966,000 acres, or 72%.

e. In 1989 about 2.1 billion seedlings were planted in the U.S.

f. This amounts to about nine trees planted for every American.

g. More than 3 million acres were planted in 1989, with 41% of that amount on forest industry land.

h. Individual tree farmers planted 43% of the acreage, and the remaining 16% was planted on public lands.

i. The top five states in planting and seeding in 1989: 

(1) Georgia

484,791 Acres

(2) Alabama 

301,135 Acres

(3) Florida 

266,082 Acres

(4) Mississippi 
256,967 Acres

(5) South Carolina 
218,453 Acres

j. Growth exceeds harvest nationally by more than 37%.

k. The U.S. forest industry, comprising those who grow, manage and harvest trees and produce manufactured wood and paper products, has annual sales of more than $195 billion.

l. The U.S. Forest Industry employs about 1.3 million people.

m. The paper industry alone employs about 620,000 workers with annual sales topping $122 billion.

n. In hundreds of rural communities, the forest products industry is the leading or only employer, and is the major source of revenues which support schools, roads, and other local government services.

 * Facts were taken from the "Forest Resource Fact Book" put out by the American Forest Resource Alliance.

OBJECTIVE IV.
The forests of the southeast are vitally important in contributing to the economy of the area as well as to the overall supply and economy of the U.S. forest industry. Students should be aware and proud of our valued forest resources.

a. The total land area in the southeast is approximately 146,682,000 acres; 87,744,000 acres are forested, or 60%.

b. The top five states in planting and seeding during 1989 are all in the southeast.

c. The net growth in the southeast is approximately 40,382,812 cords per year. We harvest approximately 32,554,687 cords per year. This means we have a net annual gain in growth of approximately 7,828,125 cords in the southeast per year.

d. Harvested volume annually on timberland in the southeast by ownership:

Land 
Cords 
Percent
National forests 
651,094
2% 

Other public land 
1,302,188
4%

Forest Industry land 
7,813,125 
24%

Private land owners 
22,788,280 
70%

All Owners 
32,554,687 
100%

OBJECTIVE V.
Georgia is a leader in the forest industry of this country. Students should be aware of just what forestry means in our state. This objective is quite well covered by the following report from the Georgia Forestry Commission. The material in this report are the latest available, having been revised in October 1990.

ACTIVITIES
1. Study Chapter I in the textbook, "Forests : Forestry."

2. Have students prepare a short report on the influence forests have on them and their parents.

3. Compile a fact list on forestry and forest products in the United States, Southeast, and Georgia.

REFERENCES:
1. "Forests and Forestry" -- Textbook

2. Lesson Plan II

3. Forest Resource Fact Book, American Forest Council, 1250 Connecticut Ave., NW Washington, DC 20036

4. "Georgia Forest Facts", Information: Education Department, Georgia Forestry Commission

5. "Products Made From Trees", American Forest Institute, 1619 Massachusetts Ave., NW Washington, DC 20036

SUPPLEMENT I

One-liners for Southern Forestry with Georgia Highlights
Dr. Coleman W. Dangerfield Jr.

Extension Economics Specialist, Extension Forest Resources, UGA

Forest land/timberland
Forestry is a major resource in the 13 Southern states with two to three of every five acres devoted to forest production.

The U.S. has one of the world’s largest and most productive forest resources. Most of its forests are managed on a sustainable basis and are concentrated along the eastern and western coasts, close to major ports.

The U.S. has 2,263,259,000 total acres of land area. Thirty-three percent, or 736,681,000 acres, are forested acres (forestlands). Federal ownership is 34 percent of total Forest land.

Two-thirds of U.S. forestlands, some 490 million acres, are classified as Atimberlands@. These timberlands are forests capable of growing 20 cubic feet of commercial wood per acre per year.

U.S. timberland ownership is 59 percent private non-industrial, 14 percent forest industry, 10 percent national forest, and 17 percent other public.

Some 36 million acres of U.S. timberlands are reserved for non-timber uses through special   legislation.

Altogether, federal, state, and local governments own 131 million of the 490 million acres or 27 percent of commercial timberland in the U.S.

Approximately 7 million non-industrial private owners hold 288 million acres of timberlands in the U.S.

In the U.S. only about 600,000 non-industrial timberland owners have holdings larger than 100 acres.

Seventy percent of U.S. timberlands are located in the East (American, 1995).

The U.S. South, composed of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia has 211,838,000 forested acres or 40 percent of total land area.

Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia average approximately 65 percent of total land area in forest.

There are some 5 million owners of Southern timberland.

Georgia timberland owners number around 650,000.

Farmers own 19.5 percent of the South’s timberland; other private, non-industrial landowners own 42.5 percent; forest products industries own 20 percent; corporate non-forest industry owns 8 percent; and the public owns 10 percent.

Each year the South’s landowners (industrial and non-industrial) plant approximately 1.2 billion new trees, an average of 3,288,000 trees per day.

Georgia ranked number one in acres of trees planted in 1993 with 284,482 acres planted to trees.

Since 1981, Georgians have replanted nearly 5 million acres in trees to ensure that future forests will continue to support our economy and environment in this sustainable use.

Since 1981, Georgians have naturally regenerated over 650,000 acres of forests.

Reforestation using improved loblolly and slash pine nursery stock can improve per acre timber yields by 10 percent or more.

Of Georgia’s 23,631,000 timber acres, 752,000 acres are in national forests, 894,000 acres are other private, 4,990,000 acres are owned by forest industry, and 16,995,000 acres are owned by farmers and other private.

Georgia has 37,068,000 acres of total land area of which 65 percent is forested.

Hardwoods cover 53 percent of the timber land in Georgia, and pine makes up the remaining 47 percent.

The most prevalent hardwood species in Georgia are oak, maple, and sweetgum.

In Georgia, loblolly and slash are the primary pine species

Forest Products and the Consumer

The U.S. is the world’s leading producer and consumer of forest products, accounting for about one-quarter of the world’s production and consumption.

In 1994, Americans used an average of 749 pounds of paper products and 18 cubic feet of lumber and structural panel products.

The U.S. is the world’s largest producer of softwood lumber, followed by Canada and Russia. 

The U.S. is the largest producer of hardwood lumber, softwood plywood, and composite panels.

The Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations forecasts that world demand for timber products will nearly double by the middle of the next century.

In the U.S. the Forest Service projects that demand for forest products will reach 25 billion cubic feet annually by the middle of the next century, up from nearly 18 billion in 1991.

On a per acre basis, net annual tree growth in the U.S. is 52 cubic feet compared with 27 in Canada and 24 in Russia.

Benefits of wood production include a favorable energy system. To grow a pound of wood, a tree consumes about 1.47 pounds of carbon dioxide and releases approximately 1.07 pounds of oxygen.

An acre of trees is expected to grow 4,000 pounds of wood per year, consuming 5,800 pounds of carbon dioxide and releasing 4,280 pounds of oxygen. Old, slow growing forests can consume more oxygen than they produce but young, vigorous forests tend to be the most efficient at absorbing carbon dioxide and producing oxygen.

The energy efficiency of forests extends to forest products. Building products made from aluminum require 126 times more energy than wood to fashion a final product. Products made from steel, glass, plastic, cement, or brick require approximately 24, 14, 6, and 4.5 times more energy, respectively, than does wood to make a final product.

Forestry Employment, Earning, Production and Value

The U.S. forest products industry employs approximately 1.6 million people in forest and paper production, or 1.2 percent of the U.S. workforce.

For every job created that is directly forest-related, another two jobs are created that are indirectly related. Such jobs are in transportation, distribution, and sales of forest products, and add another 3.8 million jobs to the U.S. economy.

In 1991, the most recent year for which complete information is available, the South Central region of the U.S. ranked first in roundwood production. States from Alabama to Kentucky to Oklahoma supplied 27 percent of roundwood production. The Southeast produced 22 percent of the total.

In 1992, timber products composed the largest portion of total agricultural crop value in the U.S. Valued at $23.8 billion, roundwood forest products topped corn ($19.7 billion) and soybeans ($16.7 billion) as the leading agricultural commodity (see figure). Total agricultural crop and timber production in the U.S. in 1992 was approximately $111 billion.

The impact of forestry and forest products industries on the Southern economy in 1994 was in excess of $90 billion.

In each of the 13 Southern states, the forest industry ranks in the top 10 among manufacturing industries in employment and payroll income.

In Georgia forestry related employment is almost 2 percent of total Georgia employment. In the U.S. forestry related employment is only 1.2 percent of total U.S. employment.

In Georgia forestry related earnings are 2.4 percent of total state earnings. In the U.S. forestry related earnings are only 1.4 percent of total U.S. earnings.

The South’s forest products manufacturing firms directly employ more than 660,000 people, generating a payroll in excess of $14.5 billion.

In the U.S. in 1992 the value of major agricultural crops and timber harvested was $111 billion.

In the U.S. in 1992 timber harvested totaled 21.4 percent of the total value of agricultural crops and timber.

In Georgia in 1994 the value of major agricultural crops and timber harvested was $2.9 billion.

In Georgia in 1994 timber harvested totaled 29.3 percent of the total value of agricultural crops and timber.

Timber is the highest valued crop in Georgia followed by peanuts, cotton, and vegetables.

Forestry is a $13.2 billion industry in Georgia with another $5.4 billion in value-added output.

In Georgia, the states s forest industry employs directly and indirectly 130,000 individuals.

In Georgia, there are over 1,600 wood using industries.

Nationally, timber is the single highest-valued crop produced in the U.S., exceeding even corn and wheat.

In Georgia, one in every five forest products manufacturing jobs is located in the Metropolitan Atlanta Area.

For every dollar Georgia landowners receive, $15 is generated in the state’s economy.

In Georgia, in 1994, $13,854,467 was collected in ad valorem taxes from timber at harvest or at sale for harvest.

Nearly 34 million people 16 years old and older annually participate in wildlife-associated recreation in the 13 Southern states.

Since 1955, in the South, the number of licensed anglers and hunters has more than doubled to more than 23 million.

Timber Supply and Demand in the South

During the early 1900s onto the 1950s timber supplies for the U.S. South were projected to fall significantly below demand. By the 1960s and 1970s softwood and hardwood growing inventories had increased sufficiently to prompt expansions in the solid wood and pulp and paper manufacturing sectors throughout the southern region.

The growth of southern timber inventories has leveled off due to increased removals plus environmental and urban factor constraints on available harvests in the U.S.

The South contains about two-fifths of the timberland in the U.S. It contains 23 percent of the softwood growing stock in the U.S. and 44 percent of the hardwood growing stock.

Southern softwood removals comprise 53 percent of the U.S. total. Hardwood removals are 60 percent of totals.

Hardwood annual growth exceeds harvest by a ratio of 1.51:1. Softwood growth to harvest ratio is currently 0.88:1.

The softwood annual removal to total inventory ratio is 1:18 and is 1:48 for hardwoods indicating a 18 year supply of softwood and a 48 year supply of hardwoods at current harvest rates.

Timber Supply Assumptions

The supply of timber at any point in time is modeled, in part as a function of private timber inventory levels, stumpage prices, and the amount of public harvest available. Projections require models of forest growth, and assumptions on private timberland management, timberland area change and forest type transition, harvest flows from public timberlands, and an array of market forces.

Timber availability

Timber inventories are impacted by other factors to determine timber supplies. These factors include: environmental constraints, demographic trends, public opinion, and landowner objectives.

Timber availability factors effectively reduce timber supply when expressed as excessively sloped land, water quality problems, broken terrain, road access, small harvest areas, public ownership, growing metropolitan areas, endangered species, wetlands, increased costs due to adoption of best management practices for timber, state and local regulations, non-timber objectives of landowners, increased recreational use of forest lands, and conversion of land use among agricultural, forest, and urban uses.

Timber Demand Assumptions

The demand for forest products is largely determined by growth in U.S. population, income, and aggregated economic activity as indicated by Gross National Product (GNP) and total personal income.

Projections of demand for lumber, structural panels, and nonstructural panels are based on the end use approach. Future consumption is estimated by multiplying the projected consumption per unit of activity in the enduse market, times the projected level of enduse activity. Key end use activity concepts include the number of housing starts and house size, levels of expenditures on residential upkeep and improvements, levels of expenditures for non-residential construction, the index of manufacturing production, and measures of activity in shipping and transportation.

Growth in aggregate economic activity, as measured by GNP, is expected to range between two and three percent over the next 50 years, in contrast to the average of three to four percent characteristic of the 1960 to 1990 period. Paralleling expansion in GNP, total disposable personal income increases more than three times and some two and one-half times on a per capita basis.

Timber Demand

In broad terms, future projections show rising trends in the consumption of forest products with a much more cyclical outlook for timber growth and inventories.

Over the period 1990 to 2040, softwood harvests from U.S. forests should rise by 35 percent. Hardwood harvests should rise by more than 51 percent. This level of consumption requires annual sawtimber stumpage real price growth in the order of 1-2 percent.

With reduced softwood stumpage supply during the 1990 to 2010 period, demand will adjust downward following higher prices. Until 2010 there is expected to be rising consumption, less rapid growth in timber inventories, and increasing real prices for stumpage and products. After 2010 there are expected declining growth in rates of consumption and increasing inventories in an amount to stabilize prices until the end of the projection period in 2040.

By 2040, U.S. timberland will comprise two distinct components: 1) private inventories with relatively stable total volume, rapid growth, harvested close to minimum merchantable ages, and employing increasingly intensive silvicultural methods to grow softwoods; and 2) public lands with rising inventories of older stands using much less intensive silviculture. In addition, more intensive forest management and more tree planting do not limit short-term price increases or harvest shortfalls, although their long-term impacts can be substantial.

Demand for Pulpwood, Paper, Paperboard and Structural Panels

Over the next five decades, the consumption of paper and paperboard will grow more rapidly than any category of forest products, about 1.2 percent per year.

Consumption of roundwood in the manufacture of paper and paperboard will rise about 0.7 percent per year. Pulpwood and paper prices are projected to be flat over the next five decades.

By 2040, pulpwood demand for softwoods is expected to rise to twice that for hardwood pulpwood.

Uncertainties in the outlook related to the pulpwood, paper, paperboard and structural panels sector, such as rates of wastepaper recycling and use, are particularly critical to the roundwood use projection.

In the longer-term, growing utilization of recycled wastepaper in the production of paper and paperboard is expected. This will reduce growth in demand for softwood pulpwood, particularly in the South, allowing expanded harvest for solidwood products as pulpwood stands increase to sawtimber size.

Structural panel prices will be stable because of competition between plywood and oriented strandboard and waferboard, and nearly constant fiber costs for board products. Oriented strandboard and waferboard absorb essentially all of the growth for this class of product.

Demand for Sawtimber, Solidwood Products

Real prices of softwood sawtimber and softwood lumber are expected to rise steadily from current levels until 2010 to 2015, then stabilize or fall in subsequent periods.

There is expected to be a reduction in harvests of timber from pubic lands in all U.S. regions, but particularly in the West.

There is a limited ability of private timber owners in the West to sustain increased harvest due to limited merchantable growing inventories.

Lumber demand recovers by 1995 to the earlier high levels of 1987 and remains so for the remainder of the projection period, until 2040.

Maturation of young-growth forests on both industrial and non-industrial lands in the South leads to increases in softwood timber cuts.

Price increases in solidwood products and sawtimber until 2010 appear to be nearly inevitable, unless there is some major immediate reduction in timber demand, as might be possible with major shifts toward substitution for solidwood products or higher levels of recycling.

The South will be the major source of any expansion in softwood timber supply for the next 50 years. If highplanting rates in the South continue, as expected, real product and timber prices will stabilize, and in some cases decline, after 2020.

Rising real prices for hardwood lumber are caused by declining inventory trends which, in turn, result from land conversion to softwoods, limited intensity of hardwood silviculture, and large increases in demands for pulpwood.

Forestry Imports and Exports
In 1994, American forest products companies exported goods worth more than $18 billion including over $11 billion worth of paper products and over $7 billion worth of wood products.

The U.S. is a major importer of paper and wood products. In 1994 imports totaled $21 billion with paper products over $11 billion and wood products over $9 billion.

Increased lumber imports are expected from Canada in the long-term. By 2040, the U.S. will remain a net forest products importer, but the gap between imports and exports, on a volume basis will decline.

Through the 1990’s, the world demand for wood fiber imports is expected to grow in the Atlantic and Pacific regions because of pulp and paper expansions in areas with projected declining supplies and rising costs of wood.

Further into the future (beyond the year 2000), international wood trade is expected to level off and eventually decline, due to increasing pulping capacity in wood producing regions of the world and because of more joint ownership of this capacity by producers which formerly imported raw wood.

World trade in wood fiber has grown more than 300 percent since 1960, which represents a compounded annual growth rate of about five percent. In 1990, international wood fiber trade totaled 53 million cubic meters.

GATT
The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) is a multilateral agreement governing international trade that is global in scope. The fundamental goal is to foster economic growth. The agreement will cut tariffs worldwide by one-third over a 10-year period.

The World Trade Organization (WTO) was created to administer the agreement and oversee dispute resolution arising from the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

U.S. tariffs are low on most forest products and global reductions on tariffs should generally benefit the U.S. forest products industry. Exceptions are resistance of European countries to eliminate tariffs immediately on paper and paperboard products. Also, Japan has refused a complete tariff reduction on solid wood products.

NAFTA
The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) essentially improves and expands the U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) of 1988.

As the new member of the North American Free Trade Agreement, Mexico agrees to implement the trade and investment liberalization accords agreed on in 1988 by the U.S. and Canada.

NAFTA’s central objective is to eliminate import dities on all goods that originate in North America. Duties on many goods were eliminated on NAFTA implementation in 1994. Duties on other goods will be phased out over 5-, 10-, and 15-year periods.

With NAFTA, Mexico is expected to enjoy the biggest economic boost, a 2 to 5 percent increase in gross domestic product (GDP). The U.S. will gain approximately 0.1 percent of GDP. Canada is not expected to realize gains beyond CAFTA. Canada is the U.S.’s major source of wood and paper imports and is a major export market for the U.S. U.S. forest products trade with Mexico is minor. NAFTA is likely to generate little change in U.S.-Canada forest products trade. However, it should generate significant increases in U.S. wood and paper exports to Mexico as the Mexican economy improves.

SUPPLEMENT II

Georgia’s Forestry Community Breaks 

Guinness World Record C in Tree Planting:

To Be Featured in Next Edition

of Guinness Book of World Records

Have you heard? Georgia’s forestry community broke a Guinness world record for tree-planting at the GFA Arbor Day Tree​rific Affair on February 21, 1997.

Despite the ongoing threat of thundershowers, on Georgia’s Arbor Day, February 21, 158 volunteers from across Georgia broke a world record in tree planting by planting more than 14,000 loblolly pines in just over three and one-half hours.

AWe wanted the world to know what we in Georgia’s forestry com​munity already know C that Georgia leads the nation in reforestation,@ said GFA’s executive director, Bob Izlar. AIn fact, at a pace of planting 600,000 trees on any given day in the state, every day is a record​ planting day in Georgia. By breaking a Guinness Record, we ye made it official and have given everyone in the state a place in history they can take pride in.

And Aofficial@ it is. GFA received its letter of authentica​tion from Guinness on Tuesday, May 20, acknowledging the tree-planting record as an official Anew world record.@ In fact, Guinness was so impressed with GFA’s Arbor Day activity, an upcoming interview with GFA about the event promises to high​light the spectacular affair in their upcoming issue of The Guinness Book of World Records due out next year.

The event took place at the Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center in Jasper County, Georgia. The

Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center in Monticello was purchased by the state as part of governor Zell Miller’s Preservation 2000 pro​gram C  a program designed to provide outdoor and recreational retreats for school field trips, scout group outings, and other recreation​al activities. The tree seedlings planted will be nurtured as a lasting legacy for many Georgians to enjoy for years.

The 14,000 tree seedlings were donated by GFA member companies including Gilman Paper Company, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, The Langdale Company, Rayonier, Union Camp, and Weyerhaeuser Company.

GFA sponsored the event with cooperation from the Georgia Forestry Commission, Georgia’s Department of Natural Resources, the US Forest Service and members of Georgia’s forestry community.

SUPPLEMENT III

Forest land/timberland B  Georgia
Georgia timberland owners number around 650,000.

Georgia ranked number one in acres of trees planted in 1993 with 284,482 acres planted to trees.

Since 1981, Georgians have replanted nearly 5 million acres in trees to ensure that future forests will continue to support our economy and environment in a sustainable manor.

Since 1981, Georgians have naturally regenerated over 650,000 acres of forests.

Of Georgia’s 23,631,000 timber acres: 752,000 acres are in national forests; 894,000 acres are other federal land holdings; 4,990,000 acres are owned by forest industry; and 16,995,000 acres are owned by farmers and other private landowners.

Georgia has 37,068,000 acres of total land area of which 65 percent is forested.

Hardwoods cover 53 percent of the timber land in Georgia, and the most prevalent species are oak, maple, and sweetgum.

Pine species make up the remaining 47 percent of timber land in Georgia, and loblolly and slash are the primary species.

Forestry Employment. Earning Production and Value -- Georgia
In Georgia forestry related employment is almost 2 percent of total Georgia employment. In the U.S. forestry related employment is only 1.2 percent of total U.S. employment.

In Georgia forestry related earnings are 2.4 percent of total state earnings. In the U.S. forestry related earnings are only 1.4 percent of total U.S. earnings.

Timber is the highest valued crop in Georgia followed by peanuts, cotton, and vegetables.
Forestry is a $13.2 billion industry in Georgia with another $5.4 billion in value-added output.

In Georgia, the state’s forest industry employs directly and indirectly 130,000 individuals.

In Georgia, there are over 1,600 wood using industries.

In Georgia, one in every five forest products manufacturing jobs is located in the Metropolitan Atlanta Area.

For every dollar Georgia landowners receive, $15 is generated in the state’s economy.

In Georgia, in 1994, $13,854,467 was collected in ad valorem taxes from timber at harvest or at sale for harvest.
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