Course:
01.012
 Agricultural Leadership and Development

Unit 0:
Introduction to Agricultural Education and the FFA
Lesson 2:
FFA History

QCC:
68, 84, 109, 133, 151, 178, 193, 210, 230, 246,


265, 281, 304, 316, 346, 368, 383, 415, 433, 453, 471, 489
Objective:

1.  Help students understand the FFA today.

2.  Have students understand and appreciate the history of   FFA.

Teaching Time:


50 minutes
References:

FFA Student Handbook.  Teacher Manual.  The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.

FFA Student Handbook.  The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.  

Materials and Equipment:

Handbooks 

Official FFA Manual, several copies

Transparencies made from the Advisor's Guide to the Student Handbook

Power Point presentation

Your own FFA jacket, if available

Local chapter history and information

Old FFA scrapbook from your chapter if available

Old FFA magazines

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set 

How old is the FFA?  Let the students make guesses and record their responses. Award the student who guesses correctly or closest to the age. 

Divide students into groups to cover each of the dates; assign each group a date to find in the handbook and manual.  Each group should develop a poster depicting the event and an event in history that happened around the same time.  Have each group share their poster and event in order.  The groups are: #1 1915-1928, #2 1929-1949, #3 1950-1970, #4 1971-1990, #5 1991-today.
Discussion

1.
Some of major FFA highlights to make sure students share are:

A.
1917 - Smith Hughes Act. Where were Smith and Hughes from and who were they?  Both were Georgia congressmen who wrote the legislation.
B.
1920's - Virginia was the first state to start a Future Farmers Club (Henry Groseclose organized it and is known as the father of the FFA)

C.
1928 - Future Farmers of America was established (Dues were 10 cents)
D.
1930 - FFA Creed adopted (E.M. Tiffany wrote it)

E.
1939 - FFA purchased 28.5 acres of land which was once part of 

George Washington's Mount Vernon Estate near Alexandria, VA where the FFA Center was located until the summer of 1998.

F.
1950 - Public Law 81-740 was passed by Congress that gave FFA

federal charter (this made FFA an intra curricular part of agricultural education)


G.
1965 - NFA (New Farmers of America) and FFA (Future Farmers 
of America) merged to become one organization (because of

 integration)

H. 1969 - Women were admitted (today more than 1/4 of the members are female)

I. 1969- National FFA officially incorporates business into its programs.  First American Star in Agribusiness recognized.

I.
1988 - Name changed to the National FFA Organization (this encouraged others to join FFA because it was not just for farmers)

J.
1998- National FFA Center relocated to Indianapolis, IN.  Land was donated and the National FFA Foundation raised funds to build the center.

K. 1998-New public law which updated 81-740

L. 1999 National FFA Convention moves to Louisville, KY.

M. 2000- FFA Discovery Degree available for middle school FFA members

N. 2001 – First National Star in Agribusiness is named: Steven Offer, Wisconsin

O. 2001 – First National Star in Agriculture Placement is named: Nicholas Streff, South Dakota

P. 2002- First female Star Farmer is named: Karlene Lindow, Wisconsin

Q. 2002- Official Dress Standards Revised

R. 2003- Javier Moreno, Puerto Rico, elected national president; he becomes first person with a native language other than English and the first Puerto Rican elected as national president.

S. 2005 – National FFA launched Seeds Of Hope, a fundraising campaign to rebuild Gulf Coast states.

T. 2005 - FFA Foundation breaks the $10 million mark in raising money for FFA programs and services.

U. 2005 – National convention held in Louisville, Ky., for the last time

V. 2006 – National FFA Foundation receives first $ 1 million contribution from the Ford Motor Company
W. 2006- 79th National Convention held in Indianapolis, Ind., with 54,489 in attendance.

X. 2006 – Ground broken for new FFA Merchandise Center in Indianapolis, Ind.

Y. 2006- Endorsement of agriculture education’s long range goal of 10,000 quality agricultural science programs by 2015, where every student is a member of FFA and has a relevant SAE.

2.   Display posters around the room.  Ask students to individually complete worksheet #1 in Chapter 2 of the Student Handbook.  Students can compete to see you can finish the worksheet the fastest.  Have students put away the handbooks and manuals, they should only use the posters made by each group and their memory.  All of the dates on the worksheet were included in the dates you highlighted above in section one.  Recognize the student who finished first and review with the complete group the transparence master included in the advisor's guide to the Student Handbook.  Only allow five minutes to complete the worksheet, if no one is finished just begin to review and complete the sheet as a group.

3.  FFA Bee.  Allow the students to consult the Manuals and Handbooks once again.  Give each student two 3" x 5" note cards.  Ask each student to take the next five minutes and write two questions, one per card, that review the history of the FFA.  The students should write the questions on one side and the answer on the other.  

You may want to make 10 cards with questions ahead of time.  These cards should have the questions from the FFA Then and Now Quiz from Chapter 2 of the Student Handbook.  Then you will be sure that students have been exposed to the material they will be tested over at the end.

Collect the cards from the students.  Ask all the students to line up across the room.  Begin by asking the first student a question, the second and so on.  If a student misses a question, they are dismissed from the bee, continue asking the same question until a student correctly answers the missed question.

4.  FFA History Crossword Puzzle.  Have students complete and review the crossword puzzle on FFA history.  

Summary
Students should understand the significant events of the FFA organization.  Highlight again some of the major events.  Encourage students to browse the FFA website, old magazines and chapter scrapbooks to see even more FFA history.

You may want to highlight the FFA history with the class by using the Power Point presentation that reviews chapter 2 in the Student Handbook.  It is labeled ffachp2.

Evaluation
Use the FFA Then and Now Quiz that is in Chapter two of the Student Handbook.  Play millionaire game – available on Georgia Ag Ed CD titled: Game 1 – Agricultural History
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Figure 1
FFA History

ACROSS

  2 The name of FFA's uniform

  3 Legislation which created vocational agriculture classes

  5 Pledge by FFA members to conduct themselves as professional you adults at all times

  6 State which formed the first Future Farmers club

 11 First national FFA president

 12 This happened between FFA and NFA in 1965

 13 This was issued in 1953 by the US Post Office

 14 Organization founded in 1971 to support local chapters, state association and the national organization

DOWN

  1 A federal law which makes FFA intracurricular, granted in 1950

  4 City where the national FFA convention is held

  7 City where the National FFA Center is located

  8 A statement of belief, FFA's was written by E.M. Tiffany

  9 Were admitted to join FFA in 1969

 10 City where FFA was first established
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Figure 2
Frank B. Flanders
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