Course:
01.012
 Agricultural Leadership and Development

Unit 0:
Introduction to Agricultural Education and the FFA
Lesson 3:
FFA Fundamentals

QCC:
68, 84, 109, 133, 151, 178, 193, 210, 230, 246,


265, 281, 304, 316, 346, 368, 383, 415, 433, 453, 471, 489
Objective:

Explain the Fundamentals of FFA. 



Have students develop a working knowledge of the FFA

Teaching Time:

1.5 Hours
References:

FFA Student Handbook.  The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.  

FFA Student Handbook.  Teacher Manual.  The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.

Official FFA Manual. The National FFA Organization, Indianapolis, IN.

GA AG ED Power Point:  Fundamentals_of_FFA_2_01012-0.3
Video:  “Make it happen!”
Materials and Equipment:

Handbooks
Worksheets 

FFA Magazines

FFA Manuals

FFA Jacket with pins (Greenhand, Chapter, State pins to show)

Construction paper, markers, yarn, etc.

Power Point presentation, two

Index cards
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Distribute flip chart paper to groups of three or four students; also give them markers, yarn and other construction materials.  Instruct them to build the emblem and describe the representation of each symbol to the best of their ability.  The students should use the handbook and manual for their presentations.  Have the students present their work to the group and explain the parts of the emblem with their presentation.
As you review the parts of the emblem, you may want to use the power point presentation to highlight the emblem.  

Discussion

1. Explain to the class how you became involved with the FFA and agricultural education.  This is a perfect time to share your FFA jacket or other facts with the class.

2. Divide the class into small groups and let them teach each other the basic fundamentals of the FFA.  The following topics are ones that should be covered at a minimum.  You could have students draw topics from a hat or bag.  The information below each topic is the basic instructions and facts that the groups should teach their classmates.  You may want to copy these, cut them and paste them onto index cards for students to choose from.  Students could make posters, overheads, perform skits, prepare a power-point presentation or anything they would like to use to instruct the group.  Take no more than 10-12 minutes to prepare and then begin the presentations.  Students should use the Handbook, manual and magazines to find the information needed to present.  The topics are:



1.
The FFA Mission



A.
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.



B.
Explain in your own words how FFA promotes leadership, growth, and leads to career success through career development events, SAE's and leadership opportunities.


2.
The FFA Motto is:

· Learning to Do

· Doing to Learn

· Earning to Live

· Living to Serve




Discuss what a motto is (words to live by).


A.
Think of ways to help students remember the four lines as you explain them.


B.
Have four students say the motto, each with one line as fast as they can (this can be funny).


C.
Swap students until everyone has a chance to participate.


D.
Point at students at random to give you the line you are on


E.
Have a volunteer try all four lines.

Give grades for those who memorize by the next day (they must stand in front of the room to do this-this is good public speaking preparation)



3. Types of membership


A.
Active: those in the classes who have paid their dues.


B.
Collegiate: members at two or four year post secondary schools in agriculture classes.


C.
Alumni: former FFA members and other FFA supporters.

D. Honorary: those who have given outstanding support to chapters and who have been recognized by a chapter, state association or the National FFA.

4.
FFA Degrees

A.
Degrees are awarded for your progress as a leader and for the development of and progress of your personal SAE.

B.
Use the FFA Degree Ladder transparency from the Advisor=s Guide to the FFA Student Handbook  and chapter three to explain the purpose and requirements of the different degrees briefly.

C. Show examples of the pins that you can and talk about where they are worn on the jacket (Greenhand-bronze pin; Chapter-silver pin).

5.  SAE-Supervised Agricultural Experience Program 

A. Remind students that this is one of the three parts of the agricultural education program.

B. Have the students tie in proficiency awards to the SAE program.

C. Students should give examples of at least 15 different SAE programs

D. Students should make the link between SAE programs and career success

6. Official Dress & the FFA jacket

A. Students should example the history and symbolism of the jacket

B. Give the correct procedure for wearing the jacket (in manual) 

C. Rules of official dress should be covered

D. Appropriate use of the jacket and official dress




E.
Explain the significance of the pins worn on the jacket



7.
The FFA Creed (Keep in mind there are lessons for Learning and Reciting the FFA Creed.) 

A.
Recite it for your students or read it if necessary with the correct emotion. 

B.
Explain that a creed is a statement of beliefs and a bond between members. 

C.
Let students know about the FFA Creed Speaking Contest.  Also, inform them of reciting the creed for a grade.

8.  FFA Salute & Colors & Opening Ceremony

A. The colors are national blue and corn gold

B. Explain the significance of the colors

C. The salute is the Pledge of Allegiance

D. Should explain the history and symbolism of the Opening and closing ceremonies

E. Practice the part of the Opening Ceremony where all members speak in unison

9. FFA Emblem (Keep in mind this is also mentioned in the Chapter Operations Lesson.)



A.
Show emblem or picture of emblem to students.




B. 
Explain the unique significance of each element within the emblem








1.  The cross section of the ear of corn. 





2.  The rising sun





3.  The plow





4.  The eagle





5.  The owl




C. 
Have students complete and review the crossword puzzle.

3. After groups have concluded their presentations, you should cover with the structure of the organization.  Explain:
A. There are 7,200 local FFA chapters nationwide, of which 240 chapters are in Georgia. Each chapter has (at least) six officers, an advisor and a program of activities.
B. A program of activities is the road map for the chapter.  It contains a plan for each of the program areas and their standards (student, chapter and community development.)  This would be a great time to show your local chapter’s POA that the officers have created.

C. Each state has an Association that brings together the chapters in their state.  Georgia ‘s Association is broken into 3 regions, which are in turn divided into 2 areas to help facilitate the program.

D. There are officers and staff at the state level.

E. Each state association belongs to the National Organization.  At the national level, there are six officers and staff that coordinate and carry out programs and initiatives.

4.
Show the Make It Happen - Join FFA! video or a local FFA video to show students some of the fun and rewards of being in agriculture classes and the FFA or the National Convention highlights video.

5.
Use the current Official FFA Manual to show the number of students who are in FFA in the United States, and Georgia and talk about the number in your local chapter.  (Also look at the numbers of members in other states and discuss reasons why their numbers are higher or lower than ours).

A. National Membership- approximately 495,046 (as of 2007)
B. Georgia Membership- approximately 25,545 (as of 2007)


6.
Have students choose two activities in which to participate.  Give each student an index card.  Then allow the students up to five minutes to look through the handbook, manual, magazines, the website, and the local program of activities.   Tell the students to look for activities, as many and as wide a range as possible.  After time is called, have them return to their seats, no talking and write their name and two activities they would like to pursue.  Make sure to remind them of opportunities, like international travel and college scholarships and SAE programs, discussed earlier.  Ask a few students to share, then collect the cards.  It would be a good idea to post all the cards on a bulletin board or somewhere in the classroom.

Summary
View the power point presentation that highlights the history and fundamentals of the FFA.  

Evaluation

Place 3" x 5" index cards in a hat or bag and let students draw.  The

cards should have one of the following words written on it: motto, 

mission, salute, colors, creed, membership degree & statistics, 

SAE or program of activities.  Each student should draw from the hat 

Or bag and select one card (place the card back in the hat or bag for

others to draw again.)  With the topic they have drawn, they should

recite the information or talk for two minutes about the topic they 

drew (if for example they drew SAE they should explain in two 

minutes what they know about an SAE or recite the FFA mission.)
To grade each student, give each student one of the three pages that you copied.  It would be best to put the pages in sequence so that every third student gets the same page.  These workbook pages are a great review grading activity.
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Figure 1
FFA Emblem

ACROSS

  3 Words on the emblem

  6 Knowledge required to be successful in the industry of agriculture

  7 National symbol which serves as a reminder of our freedom

  8 Signifies labor and tillage of the soil

  9 The way the eagle faces

DOWN

  1 Signifies progress and holds a promise that tomorrow will bring a new day glowing with opportunity

  2 One of the two official FFA colors

  4 Provides foundation of the emblem, symbol of unity

  5 One of the two official FFA colors

 10 Letters on the emblem
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Figure 2
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