Georgia Agriculture Education Curriculum



Course:
02.422  Equine Science

Unit 1: The History and Domestication of Horses
Lesson 2: The Domestication of the Horse
QCC:

Objectives: 

1.
Describe the characteristics of the horse that allowed them to be domesticated

2.
Explain how horses were first used 

3.  Outline the development of the uses for horses 

4.  Explain the importance of the horses in the development if the United states

Teaching Time:
1 ½ hours

References:


Parker, Rick.  Equine Science. Delmar Publishers.  Albany NY. 
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Begin class by involving the students in a discussion about the importance of horses to our society.  Ask the students to students to name differences uses of horses throughout history. Explain that the horse’s role has been everything from a source of food to a source of power.  In our society, the horse has had a major influence and has played a major role in the development of the United States.  This unit will address these various roles and discuss how roles of yesterday compare to the roles of today.  

DISCUSSION:

· Man’s only contact with a horse was as a hunter in search of food for about a half a million years.

-However, between 4000 B.C. and 3000 B.C. humans began to domesticate horses on the steppes north of the Black Sea.  

· Ask to students what animals they think were used for draft purposes before the horse?

     -Oxen were already being used for draft in Mesopotamia 

-Donkeys were also used

· Excavations show that they horse became more important in the economy of the people of steppes

· Tame horses were first kept for meat and maybe their milk. 

· They eventually became docile and began to carry goods for nomadic tribes

Learning to control and harness horses

As the domestication of horses progressed, humans developed ways to control the animal.  

· Horses were harnessed in pairs, with each horse on either side of a pole and under a yoke
· Bits were first implemented in the Near East around 1500 B.C.  

-Two types of snaffle bits appeared about the same time- the plain bar snaffle and the jointed bit

· Driving came before riding in the Near East.  Later Calvary mounts trained to function with their riders in formation around 1000 B.C.

The Scythians

· This group unified as a group of nomadic horseman with common customs and interests about 800 B.C.  

· They were primarily archers, skilled at using the powerful bow from horseback.  

· They mastered a technique in which they shot backwards over their horses’ croups as they turned away from the enemy

· Scythians horses are the first recorded geldings.  

· A Scythian’s wealth was counted in horses.  

Roman Army

· The Roman Army changed from an infantry formation to a predominately Calvary-led force.  This was brought about because of the enemies the army faced.  They found the only way to overcome the other armies was to have a bigger and better Calvary. 

China

· Horse drawn war chariots were first used in China during the Shang Dynasty

· Chinese didn’t use horses in great numbers until the third century B.C., by the seventh century A.D. the T’ang emperors had huge stud farms with as many as 300,000 horses, with each horse given seven acres of pasture.  

· Paintings from the tenth and eleventh century depict the Chinese as the ultimate horsemen

1.  Many people believe that the Chinese were the first civilization to keep horses in herds for uses other than food.  Horses have been many things to people at different points in our history. They have been a source of food, a weapon in war, transportation and a companion. The horse has most definitely shaped the course of human history.  


Horses in the United States

· When the Spanish explorers came to the Americas in the early 1500s, they brought many horses with them on this voyage. Horses were believed to have originated in North America, none survived prehistoric times except those that emigrated to Asia over an ancient land bride near modern-day Alaska 

· The Spanish colonization depended on the horses and they recognized the value

· By the late 1800s the horse was an important element to life in America

· It hauled goods and moved people, which created a market for horse related goods.

· Carriage makers, wheelwrights, harness makers, and feed dealers prospered from the horses’ popularity. 

· The exploration of the Frontier also created a need for the horse 

· The versatility of the horse made it even more popular

· Horses pulled plows, wagons, carriages, etc

Commercial Uses

· In 1880, horse-car lines were operating in every city in the U.S. with a population of 50,000 or more

· This horse-powered mass transit system allowed cities to expand into suburbs

· Demand for powerful horses increased, as horses began to haul cargo that was unloaded by railroads, steamships, and canal boats

-Strength and endurance was most important characteristic

· The horse was also used in fire protection

Recreation, Sports and Shows

· National Horse Show at Madison Square Garden began in 1883 and became a major social event
· The informal sport of cowboys became an organized event
· Rodeo began as a game among cowboys who had reached the end to the cattle drives, but had to stay until their herds sold.  
· The popularity of these informal games grew into the first rodeo with paid attendance that was held in Prescott, Arizona on July 4, 1886
· Racing- 

· In colonial America, town rivalries were centered around racing

· Wagers included tobacco, money, slaves, and property

· First Kentucky Derby was ran May 17, 1785

The Twentieth Century

· As technology increased, the number of draft horses decreased.  Large trucks took the place of the draft horses that transported goods

· Horses continued to decline after World War I, as tractors and machines took their place.  

· Personal transportation in the early 1900s also saw the transition from horsepower to gasoline-engine power

· Horses were also popular in movies and entertainment.  The horses of the big screen often became as heroic as the characters who rode them

· Movies also produced individual equine stars

· Horses in Hollywood can be divided in three categories- the stars, the stunt horses and the extras. 

· Horses on the set are well trained and highly schooled animals who must have trust in their riders


Activity

Horses are still used for work in some police departments, the Forest Service, and search and rescue operations.   Find out how these horses are selected and trained.

Summary  

After horses evolved into their present form, humans began to interact with them.  First they were hunted and then they were eventually used for work and transportation.  The horse became and remained an important role in the history of the United States. 

Evaluation

Class Participation in activity

Exam
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