Course:
02.422

Equine Science

Unit 13:
Buildings and Facilities 

Lesson 2:
Building Fences

QCC:

Objectives: 

1. Describe the reasons for building fences

2. Describe the characteristics of a proper fence for keeping horses

3. Explain the safety precautions to be observed in building fences

4. Describe the proper materials used for horse fences

5. Name four types of fences commonly used for horses

6. Describe the proper procedure for building a horse fence

Teaching Time: 2 hours
References: 

Horse Industry Handbook, A guide to equine care and management.

A project of the American Youth Horse Council

4093 Iron Works Pike

Lexington, KY 40511-8434

(606) 226-6011

Materials and Equipment:

· Actual samples of materials
· Pictures of fencing material types, displaying their differences
· Take a field trip to different barns and have students not the good and bad in a comparison of fences used.
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask the students if they have fences in their yards and why they are there in the first place.  What would be some important features of the fence to make it useful and safe?

In planning the building of a fence, top considerations:

· Safety

· Efficiency

· Cost

· Aesthetics

· Height of fences

· The materials used

· Gates

Describe the reasons for building fences

· Adequate fencing is needed to safely contain the properly manage horses

· It is much more that just containing horses

· The daily labor and management routines are influenced by the fencing plan

· Keeps out the unwanted and the uninvited

· The keys are proper construction and adequate maintenance

Describe the characteristics of a proper fence for keeping horses

· Safety is the most important thing!
· Efficiency – the proper fence makes it easier on the handler and less stress for the horses
· Location is critical in relation to the barns as to optimize the utilization of labor
· Cost is important, but should not dictate unsafe of inefficient fencing
· A well –designed and maintained fence adds to the beauty and increases the value of the property
· Aesthetics should not overrule safe, functional fencing
Explain the safety precautions to be observed in building fences

· The safety of handlers, other individual and horses must receive first priority in designing the fence

· The fence should be sturdy

· Boards, wire and other materials need to be securely place so as not to cause potential injuries

· All fences require some level of maintenance, to insure safety all fences need to be kept up

Describe the proper materials used for horse fences

· Wood board fencing

· Wooden post

· Post and Rail fencing

· Wire fencing

· five-diamond, V-mesh wire

· Rectangular woven wire

· Stock wire/woven wire

· High tensile wire

· Electric fences

· Twisted Barbless wire

· Barbed wire fencing

· Chain Link fencing

· Pipe and Cable fencing

· Rubber fencing

· High-tech fencing/PVC, High-density vinyl mesh

Name four types of fences commonly used for horses

Some of the more popular fences used are:

· Board fencing

· High tensile wire

· PVC

· Rubber

Describe the proper procedure for building a horse fence

· Consider the location

· Is the material chosen going to be safe, cost effective, and aesthetic

· Keep up proper maintenance

Summary
The design of a horse fence is a combination of both art and science.  Keep in mind the practical recommendations for the fence’s layout, design, safety and comfort for both horses and humans.  

Evaluation

Written Test

Class participation






















Course: 02.422 

Equine Science


Unit 12, Lesson 3

Revised May 2007
1

