Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 2:
 
Principles of  Design
Lesson 2:

Floral Design Principles

QCC:
450, 451, 452, 457 
Objectives: 

1.
Recognize the principles of balance, proportion and scale, focal point, emphasis, rhythm, harmony and unity in creating a design.

2.
Utilize techniques of flower placement to achieve each design principle.

Teaching Time:

3 hours
References:

Griner, Charles.  Floriculture Design & Merchandising.  Delmar Publishers. Albany, NY. Current Edition

Anderson, Gary A. Floral Designs and Marketing. Ohio Agricultural Education Curriculum Materials Service. Columbus, OH. Current Edition.
Materials and Equipment:

Flowers, foliage & supplies to construct flower arrangements
Sample floral designs

Powerpoints:


Principles of Design


Focal Point and Rhythm


Balance, Proportion, and Scale

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Have examples of arrangements to show class.  The arrangements should break floral design principles.  Discuss the look of each design and what should be done to correct problems.
Discussion

1.
What are the principles of designs?  
A.
Balance

B.
Scale and proportion

C.
Focal point

D.
Rhythm

E.
Harmony and unity

F.
Emphasis
2.
Balance: stability of an arrangement.
A.
Visual balance - way an arrangement appears to the eye, proper use of color and placing plant material according to size
B.
Mechanical balance - arrangement will not topple over, flowers are placed properly so there is an equal amount of weight on both sides of the central axis
C.
Symmetrical balance - equal visual weight on each side of the central axis
D.
Asymmetrical balance - equal visual weight, but each side has different plant material

3.
Proportion and scale - when an arrangement fits into its surroundings

A.
Proportion - interrelationship of all parts of an arrangement

· $
Rule of Thumb: 2 times the height or width of the container (minimum dimensions)

· Flowers should match the container

· Flowers should be similar in size

B.
Scale - relationship between an arrangement and the area it will be displayed

· Large arrangement placed on a church altar, same arrangement would be too large for a bathroom
4.
Focal point 
The area that attracts and holds the viewers interest, also called the center of interest
Suggestions to creating a focal point:
A.
Bring main lines of the design to a point

B.
Place the largest flower here
C.
Concentrate the plant material in that area

D.
Place the darkest or brightest color there
E.
Place strongly contrasting colors or textures at this point

F.
Place an unusually shaped flower there
5.
Rhythm

A.
Movement of the eye through a design toward or away from the center of interest.

B.
The flow of lines, textures, and colors create a sense of motion.
6.
What techniques are used to create rhythms?

A.
Spacing:  The closer together flowers are spaced, the more visual attention they receive.  Therefore, closer spacing is done at the focal point.

B.
Size:  Larger, heavier flowers are placed closer to the focal points.

Smaller, lighter flowers are placed farther away

C.
Shape:  Narrowest pointed buds farther away from the focal point and more rounded forms nearest to the focal point (i.e. open roses and rosebuds)

D.
Facing:  Flowers nearest to the focal point face forward and flowers farthest from the focal point face upward.

E.
Depth:  the in and out placement of flowers

F.
Color:  Lighter colors farthest from the focal point, darker colors closest to the focal point
7.
Harmony and Unity

A.
The total compatibility of all parts of an arrangement with each other.

B.
Unity is achieved when all the parts of the arrangement suggest a oneness in idea or impression
8.
Emphasis

A.
One material dominates over the others and one area has the strongest eye appeal.
9.
See reference book, Floral Design and Marketing for excellent supplemental activities for the principles of design.

Summary                                                                                        

What are the principles of design?

Define each principle of design.
Evaluation

Students should construct a flower arrangement and it should be graded to see if the design principles were correctly followed.
Written test

Evaluate various floral designs using the principles of design terms.

Written test for Course 01.466 Unit 2 Lesson 2
1.
List the six principles of design.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.


F.

2.
What are the four types of balance that were discussed in class?  Briefly explain each.

A.


B.

C.


D.


3.
Give the definitions of each of the following terms.

A.
Proportion

B.
Scale
4. 
Select the correct word that matches the definition.

One material dominates over the others and one area has the strongest eye appeal.

A.
Harmony



B.
Rhythm

C.
Emphasis

D.
Focal Point

Movement of the eye through a design toward or away from the center of interest.

A.
Focal Point

B.
Rhythm

C.
Unity

D.
Emphasis

5.
What are the techniques used in creating rhythm in an arrangement?

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

Answers for the Written test for Course 01.466 Unit 2 Lesson 2
1.
Balance

Scale and Proportion

Focal Point

Rhythm

Harmony and Unity

Emphasis

2.
Visual balance- way an arrangement appears to the eye, proper use of color and placing of plant material according to size.

Mechanical balance- arrangement will not topple over, flowers are placed properly so there is an equal amount of weight on both sides of the central axis.

Symmetrical balance- equal visual weight on each side of the central axis.

Asymmetrical balance- equal visual weight, but each side has different plant material.

3.
Proportion- inter-relationship of all parts of an arrangement.

Scale- relationship between an arrangement and the area around it will be displayed.

4.
C

B

5.
Spacing

Size

Shape

Facing

Depth

Color
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