Course:
01.466

Floral Design and Management

Unit 2:
 
Principles of  Design
Lesson 4:

General Floral Guidelines

QCC:
450, 452, 457 
Objective: 

Demonstrate the general guidelines for creating a floral design.

Teaching Time:

2 hours
References:

Michigan State University Cooperative Extension Service, Bulletin 410, Flower Arranging. Lansing, MI.
Anderson, Gary A.  Floral Design & Marketing.  Ohio Agricultural Education Curriculum Materials Service.  Columbus, OH.  Current Edition
Materials and Equipment:

Flowers 

Foliage 

Container 

Equipment to construct arrangements

Handout 2.4.1 - 2.4.3

Powerpoint: 


Floral Design-Bridgett New


Basic Floral Design

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Discuss the topic of automotive accidents.  How many of you have had an accident?  Why do people have car accidents?  List reasons on the board.  Ask students how each cause or accident could have been avoided.  Draw the analogy between car accidents and designing floral arrangements and how to avoid design errors.  We need to know the design guidelines to avoid the accidents of floral design.  
Discussion

1.
Give each student a copy of the handouts 2.4.1- 2.4.3.  Review these handouts in class.  Discuss any questions the students may have.
2. Activity

As a class discuss making an arrangement such as a daisy basket, or a coffee cup daisy arrangement. Have a sample for the class to see.

Ask the students to write a recipe that they would follow to create this design. Have students volunteer to read their recipe.

Can you follow the recipe? Guide students to write out in detail each step.

Provide each student with the materials to create a design.

Guide the group step by step and create floral arrangements.
Summary

Review the guidelines for making a floral design.

Evaluation
Grade student’s arrangements.  This is their first arrangement. Grade on effort and execution. Did it turn out to look similar to the example? Are all mechanics covered? Were the flowers used to their maximum effect? Are larger flowers at the base and smaller ones near the top? 
Encouragement is the best attitude to take . 
2.4.1

Making the Arrangement
Beginning Steps to Follow  
1.
Make your plan.  Have a mental picture or draw a sketch on paper of the design you need.  This will depend on:

· Where you want to use it - the dining room, living or bedroom, kitchen or hall, etc.

· What occasion it is to be used for - anniversary, birthday or holiday dinner, tea or shower, etc.

· What flowers and foliage are available.

· What colors you want to use.

2.
Gather and condition the flowers and foliage.

3.
Select the right container for size, color, shape and texture that will go best with the flowers and will suit your design.

4.
Anchor the floral foam firmly and fill the container with water.

5.
Have all necessary equipment at hand.

6.
Start the arrangement by first putting in the main lines and materials. The first three main lines should establish the height and width and no other materials should extend beyond the boundary formed by these three lines. Keep in mind all of the principles of design and check your progress frequently.

7.
Place arrangement in a cool place until needed.

2.4.2

Guidelines – Do’s
· An arrangement should be at least one and a half times the height of a tall container or one and a half times the width of a low elongated container.

· Use odd numbers of flowers if you are using less than ten of one kind in an arrangement.

· Keep the focal point low in the composition to insure greater stability.

· Cover the floral foam with greenery.  Mechanics that show are a sign of poor workmanship.  Remember to cover the floral foam well using the least amount of foliage as possible.
· If the water in the container shows, do keep it clean and clear and free of any debris such as petals, leaf or stem pieces and soil.

· Plan for interesting voids and spaces.

· Either place flowers evenly throughout the design or group flowers of a kind.  Hit and miss placement results in a spotty and confused effect.

· Face your flowers toward the viewer. If it is an arrangement to be viewed from all sides flowers should face out in all directions evenly.
· “Break” the rim of the container with a few flowers or leaves.  This will tie the two units together.  

· Use foliage with different colors, shapes and textures for greater interest.  Strip off all leaves that will be under water or enter in the floral foam.
· Be careful to use a small amount of “filler” materials, such as baby’s breath or ferns.  The best rule is ‘less is more.’ A small amount spread evenly is more pleasing than a cloud that takes over the arrangement.
· Keep a smooth rhythm.  Too much difference in sizes, lines that go off at tangents, too many sharp angles, too much color contrast, too many big spaces, crossed main lines, all results in jerky rhythm. 

· Evaluate your work, and make changes when necessary to improve the 

design.
2.4.3

Guidelines – Don’ts
· Don’t put the largest flowers at the top, even though they are the prettiest and have the longest stems.  Keep the buds and smallest blooms at the top and sides, the largest and brightest at the center of interest.

· Don’t cross the main stems and try not to cross other lines.  Diverse line directions cause confusion.

· Don’t crowd the flowers and don’t let them overlap or lean on each other, for this will destroy their individual beauty.

· Using colors in differing amounts - 1/3 strong color and 2/3 quieter one is usually a good proportion.
· Don’t use flowers and leaves that are in poor condition, faded, old, bruised, damaged or dirty.

· Don’t keep adding to the arrangement just because you have some flowers left over.  It is not how much you use, but how you use it that is important.

· Don’t use too many kinds of flowers and foliage.  Three varieties are good (except for period arrangements). 

· Don’t push your focal point in, or let it hide under the taller flowers above it.

· Don’t have more than one focal point in the same design, until you learn the techniques for creating designs with more than one area of interest.     
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