Course:
03.452

Forest Science II

Unit 2:
Urban and Community Forestry
Lesson 1:
What is Urban and Community Forestry?

QCC:
171, 380, 385, 386, 387
Objectives: 

1.
Explain the history of the urban and community forestry programs in the United States.

2.
Identify the geographic boundaries of the urban forest.

3.
Describe the physical and biological elements of the urban forest.

Teaching Time:

2 Hours
References:

Georgia Urban Forest Council
Georgia Forestry Commission 

Georgia Ag Ed DVD:  Urban_Forestry_5_Year_Plan.pdf
Benefits of Urban Forests
USDA Forest Service
Materials and Equipment:

Projector/Computer
Copies of city map

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Have students walk around the school grounds or local park and ask them to examine the tree resource. Ask them, AWhat is the importance of the urban and community forest?@
1. 
Provide brief historical record.  

Draw a time line, bring in other historical events.

A.
Greek, Roman, and Egyptian civilizations

B.
Early settlers in North America 

C.
Late 1700's to early 1800's

D.
The advancement of the practice of arboriculture (tree care and maintenance) in the early 1900's.

E.
Urban forestry was not recognized as an integrated ecosystem until the mid-1960's in Toronto, Canada.

F.
1968 - urban forestry was officially recognized in the U.S.

G.
USDA Forest Service was given the responsibility for developing and implementing the urban forestry program nation wide in 1972, with an appropriated budget of $3.5 million.

H.
Funding in 1990 was $30 million.

I.
Current status of federal and state level programming

2. 
Define the boundaries of the urban forest in their community.
A.
Definition of the Urban Forest

· The urban forest is the trees and related vegetation planted along streets, in yards, and public areas around a city or community. 

B.
Have students use city maps to identify the boundaries of the urban forest and prepare an oral presentation.

C.
Describe the physical features associated with the urban forest boundary.

· Starts at a point where a distinction can be made between land that is managed for agricultural products (forests & farms) and land that is valued for urban uses (homes, offices, recreation, and development).

3. 
What do they think are the physical and biological elements of the urban forest?
A.
Physical - streets, highways, railroads, sidewalks, parking lots, infrastructure (sewer, gas, electricity, telephone, and cable lines), industrial areas, airports, gardens, parks, and cemeteries.

B.
Biological - native and non-native plant species, soil, air (quality?), water (quality?), temperatures (rural vs urban, heat island effect), disease, insects, pets, and climatic conditions.

C.
Other - care and maintenance provided, quality of planting, quality of plant material, current condition of existing urban forest resource.

Summary

Revisit background information

Evaluation
Student presentations defending their evaluation of the urban forest. Evaluate completeness, innovative ideas, logical reasoning, speaking skills.

Written Test
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