Course:
01.463 Landscape Design and Management

Unit 10:
Installing and Maintaining Turf Grasses
Lesson 1:
Identify Turf Grasses

GPS:
CTAE-FS-1, CTAE-FS-2,  AG-NL-12a,b,c
Objectives: 

1.
Compare and contrast common and scientific names.

2.
Explain the importance of scientific names.

3.
Discuss each of the following classification systems:  scientific, horticulture use, life cycle, growth habit, size, foliage and growth rate.

4.
Recognize identification characteristics of turf leaves.

5.
Recognize identification characteristics of seeds.

6.
Recognize identification characteristics of stems.

7.
Complete turf identification cards on assigned grasses.

8.
Demonstrate the ability to identify turf grasses.

Teaching Time:


2 hours
References:

Ingels, Jack E. Landscaping Principles and Practices. Delmar Publishers, Inc. Albany, NY .
ALawns in Georgia@-http://www.ces.uga.edu/Agriculture/cropsoil/lawns/galawn1.htm/  The University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service. Athens, GA.
Emmons, Robert.  Turfgrass Science and Management. Delmar Publishers, Inc.

PowerPoint:

Lawns

Materials and Equipment:


Samples of turfgrasses

Turf plots
Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

What type of turfgrass do you have in your home lawn?
What type of turfgrass is used on golf course, football field?
Are they the same?  Why not?
Discussion

1.
Pass around samples of each turfgrass as teacher lists characteristics of each grass type on board.  

Discuss cool versus warm season grass and identifiable characteristics of each type of turfgass.
2.
Handout for reading assignment extension bulletin: ALawns in Georgia.@
3.
Make a chart with turfgrass/ growing season, growth habit, mowing height/ fertilizer requirements/ climate tolerance/ uses/ methods of establishment/ soil tolerance.

4.
Student will fill out the above chart from classroom discussion, extension publication, and information in textbook.
Summary
Discuss why it is important to know the different types of turfgrass.  Ask why would you not use fescue on a putting green, Bermuda in a shade garden, centipede in the North Georgia mountains.

Evaluation

Turf identification quiz. 
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