Course:
01.464 Nursery/Turf Production and Management

Unit 14:
Christmas Tree Production
Lesson 6:
Marketing Christmas Trees

QCC:
468, 475, 476, 484, 485
Objectives: 

1.
Identify how to prepare trees for marketing.

2.
Determine how to market trees.

Teaching Time:

1.5 hours
References:

Christmas Trees-For Pleasure or Profit, Bulletin #B968. Cooperative Extension Service, University of Georgia. Athens, GA

Christmas Trees-A Profitable Crop for Georgia, Bulletin #776. Cooperative Extension Service, University of Georgia. Athens, GA

Marketing Christmas Trees. Bulletin #1012. Cooperative Extension Service, University of Georgia. Athens, GA
Materials and Equipment:

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set

Ask students what might they do to prepare to sell Christmas Trees.

List ideas on board.

Discussion
1.
Have students read pages 17-19 in Christmas Trees-A Profitable Crop for Georgia.  Develop a list of jobs to be completed prior to marketing.  Discuss the importance of:

A.
Touch up pruning

B.
Coloring

C.
Clean up spray (for insect problems)

D.
Remove loose or dead needles

E.
Advertising

F.
Pricing

2.
Develop a list of advantages and disadvantages of each marketing method.
Wholesale
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Marketing can be done over a short period of time
	Lower Price (1/3 retail), requires baling equipment, labor (cutting and baling)


Choose & Cut

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Higher price (2/3 retail), trees not sold are left for next year, less harvesting labor
	Roads & parking, time consuming, liability


Retail

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Higher price
	Harvesting labor, cost of lost & security, time consuming, liability


3.
Group Activity: Assign each group of students a mean area of five acres.  Each group will decide what trees to grow, how many to plant, when and how to market and sell their trees.  Each group will prepare a written and oral report.

Summary

Review the importance of having a marketing plan for a Christmas Tree Nursery.

Evaluation
Group written report and class presentation.
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