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Course:
AG-SAC - 02.423 Small Animal Care
Unit 11: Small Animal Care – Cavies 
Georgia Performance Standards:
AG-SAC-11 – (a - e)
Academic Standards:


SB1, SB2, SB3, SB5, SEV1
National Standards: 





Objectives:
1. Describe the characteristics of a cavy. 

2. Describe the characteristics of a gerbil, hamster, and guinea pig.

3. Explain the housing needs of cavies. 

4. Discuss the nutritional requirements of cavies.

5. Develop a disease preventive program. 

Teaching Time:
2 hours
Grades: 9-12
Essential Question: 
What is a cavy and what are the management practices needed for their care?
Unit Understandings, Themes, and Concepts:  
The student will have an understanding of the different cavies and their care and management.
Primary Learning Goals:  Student will learn how to recognize a cavy and learn the management practices to take of the animals.
Students with disabilities: For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the individual student's IEP to insure that the accommodations specified in the IEP are being provided within the classroom setting. Instructors should familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation within any given instructional activity or requirement.

Assessment Method/Type:

____ Constructed Response

____ Peer Assessment

_ X__ Combined Methods


____ Selected Response

____ Informal Checks


____ Self Assessment

References:
Introduction to Livestock and companion Animals, Third edition, Pearson (Prentice Hall Interstate) Lee, Hutter, Rudd, Westrom, Patrick and Bull
Materials and Equipment:

Overhead projector





Transparency 
Eraser board






Handout 

LCD Projector






Computer

POWERPOINTS:



Web Resources:

http://www.petwebsite.com/guinea_pigs/about_guinea_pigs.htm
http://www.cavyspirit.com/
Additional Web Resources:

Georgia Performance Standards:
             AG-SAC-11 (a-e)

AG-SAC-11:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the proper care for cavies.

a. Describe the characteristics of a cavy. 

b. Describe the characteristics of a gerbil, hamster, and guinea pig.

c. Explain the housing needs of cavies. 

d. Discuss the nutritional requirements of cavies.

e. Develop a disease preventive program. 

Academic Standards:


SB1, SB2, SB3, SB5, SEV1
SB1 The student analyzes the nature of the relationships between structures and functions in living cells.
SB2 The student analyzes how biological traits are passed on to successive generations.
SB3 The student derives the relationship between single-celled and multi-celled organisms and the increasing complexity of systems.

SB5 The student evaluates the role of natural selection in the development of the theory of evolution.
SEV1 The student investigates the flow of energy and cycling of matter within an ecosystem and relate these phenomena to human society.
Lesson Introduction Activity

Lesson:
Small Animals - Cavies
Assignment:


Be prepared to share ideas with the class.

Points/Grade Available:

Lesson Introduction Activity Rubric

	Content - information is written on the topic and covers each aspect of the question. 
	50 %



	Class Discussion – participates in the class discussion on the topic. 
	50 %


Teaching Procedure
Mind set- have the student try to name a cavy


-Ask how many students that have a cavy for a pet at home and have they explain how they take care of them

Define Cavy- Any of various South American rodents of the family Caviidae that are used for pets.
Guinea Pigs
-Guinea pigs make friends and greet their owners with whistles.

-Three strains of Guinea pigs


-English

-Peruvian

-Abyssinian

-The English and Peruvian have short hair and color varies.

-Pervian has a rough hair coat.

- the Abyssinian has long hair and is solid or mixed color.

-Guinea Pigs love human attention.

-Female Guinea pigs are called sows males are called boars.

-Sows should be bred at 3 to 5 months old.
-Gestation length is 63 to 72 days.

-The sow will breed back a few hours after giving birth and if not pregnant she will not breed again until weaning the litter
-Guinea Pigs drink very little water because of the food they eat.

-Favorite foods are: alfalfa, apples, carrots, corn, dandelions, lettuce, cauliflower, clover, celery, lawn clippings, spinach, and tomatoes. Dry food like rabbit food can also be fed.

-Guinea Pigs are healthy animals. If the animal is not feeling well it will be sit still and be hunched up. If sick you should take it to a Vet.

-Guinea Pigs are not fighters and they do not jump or climb.

-They need at least 1 square foot of floor space.

-They need a dry floor with at least ½ of it solid.

-they need bedding in the cage.

- they need at temperature of above 65 degrees in winter and cool in summer.

Hamsters
-Hamsters are fun animals that came to America in 1938.

-They are nocturnal animals.
-Three types of Hamsters

-Syrian - golden


-Angora – long fuzzy hair


-Chinese- solid black or gray.

-Hamsters must be handled often to remain tame but be gentle.

-Male and Female kept in the same cage will breed.

-They can be kept by themselves because they do not get lonely

-Hamsters will breed at 8 weeks old.

Gestation length is 16 days

-Hamsters eat about ½ ounce of feed per day.

-They should be fed at night.-The natural food for hamsters is grains, seeds, and vegetables.

-It is best to feed a commercial hamster food.

-They like to store their food in the cage.

-They are healthy animals and sickness signs are: skinny, watery eyes, runny nose, and a wet tail.

- You can use insecticides for cat on Hamsters.

-Hamsters need a clean dry cage with the temperature between 55 and 80 degrees.
-If the temperature falls below 45 degrees the hamster will go into hibernation.

Gerbils
-Gerbils make good pets and can to the U.S. in the 1950’s.

-Gerbils sleep during the night are awake during the day this is called Diurnal.
-The adult body is about 4 inches long and has a 4 inch tail.

-Gerbils are brown on their backs, light brown on their sides and light gray underneath.

-Gerbils are shy animals.

-gerbils are ready to mate at 3 months of age.

-Gestation length is 24 to 25 days.

-Most female have litters of 5 babies.

-Weaning is at 6 weeks.

-Gerbils will eat a tablespoon of food per day.

-They eat grains, seeds, roots, grasses, sunflower seed, corn, oats, wheat, watermelon seed, apples, lettuce and grass.

- You may also feed a commercial gerbil food.

-Gerbils are fairly disease free and will use one corner of the cage for the bathroom.

-Temperature need to be 65 to 80 degrees.

-Gerbils need a hard food or a block of wood to chew on.

-Gerbils need a complex cage to exercise in - two story works best.

-Put a small piece of burlap or paper for them to build a nest with.
Summary                                                                                                        

Evaluation

Written test
Daily Notes

Class Participation

Individual Learning Assignment

Daily Food Log

Group Learning Activity

Presentation Learning Activity
Individual Learning Activity

Lesson:
Small Animal Care - Cavies
Assignment:
Choose one of the topics below and research it. Write a report on your findings that answers the question or explains the concept and shows why it is relevant to your life.

1. Describe the characteristics of a cavy. 

2. Describe the characteristics of a gerbil, hamster, and guinea pig.

3. Explain the housing needs of cavies. 

4. Discuss the nutritional requirements of cavies.

5. Develop a disease preventive program. 

Minimum Requirements:
1. Paper must be typed in 12 point font and at least one page in length. The paper may be double-spaced. 

2. At least two credible references must be properly cited.

3. All work must be original. No plagiarism! Any use of  

another’s ideas without giving credit will result in a zero.

4. Papers will be graded on content (amount of good information, accuracy, etc.) and mechanics (grammar, spelling, and punctuation.)

Due Date:

Points/Grade Available:

Individual Learning Activity Rubric

	Content - offers current information on the topic chosen, thoroughly covers each aspect of the question, and demonstrates understanding and mastery of the lesson. The paper should include information and issues of state and local importance.
	35 pts.



	Critical Analysis - logical process of analyzing and reporting information that examines and explains the topic selected. The paper should go beyond simply listing facts and must include why the concept is relevant to the student’s life. 
	25 pts.

	Organization- The paper should have an orderly structure that demonstrates a logical flow of ideas.
	15 pts.

	Mechanics- spelling, grammar, punctuation, font size, double spacing, citation, etc. Essentially, the paper should meet all specifications and be executed following rules of proper written English.
	15 pts.


Group Learning Activity

Lesson: 
Small Animal Care - Cavies
Assignment: 
Choose one of the topics below and research it. With your group, prepare a presentation to teach the class your concept.

1.  Describe the characteristics of a cavy. 

2. Describe the characteristics of a gerbil, hamster, and guinea pig.

3. Explain the housing needs of cavies. 

4. Discuss the nutritional requirements of cavies.

5. Develop a disease preventive program. 

Your presentation should include the following:

1. A lesson plan outlining exactly what your group will teach and how the information will be taught

2. A Power Point of at least twelve slides

3. Notes containing the information the class will be responsible for (these can be printed and given to the class, written on the board, or part of the Power Point). A copy of the notes will be turned in to the instructor.

4. Some type of interactive activity for the class (game, problem solving activity, interactive model, etc.)

5. Your group must also prepare an assessment for the class. This assessment can be written or oral, but should show the instructor that the class understands and has retained the material being taught.

Due Date:

Points/Grade Available:

All work must be original. No plagiarism! Any use of  

another’s ideas without giving credit will result in a zero.

Group Learning Activity Rubric
	Lesson Plan – The group submits a thorough, detailed lesson plan highlighting the content and organization of their lesson.
	10 pts.

	PowerPoint – The group presents a Power Point of at least twelve slides that contains information and pictures vital to the lesson with additional information or examples for enhancement.
	20 pts.

	Interactive Activity – Some type of interactive activity is used to help teach the lesson. The activity should contribute to the mastery of content and involve the entire class in some way.
	15 pts.

	Assessment – A fair, thorough assessment is prepared and administered based on the information presented to the class. Poor grades on the assessment by a few members of the class are excusable, but if the entire class has difficulty, the points awarded in this category may be lowered at the discretion of the instructor.
	   15 pts.

	Content – The group should cover the concept (within reason) in entirety. The group may study actual lesson plans to help decide what should be emphasized.
	    25 pts.

	Overall Effect – The group is prepared, enthusiastic, and interesting, and the lesson flows smoothly. 
	    15 pts.


Presentation Learning Activity
Lesson:
Small Animal Care - Cavies
Assignment:
Choose one of the topics below, research it, and prepare a presentation that answers the question or explains the concept and shows why it is relevant to your life.

1. Describe the characteristics of a cavy. 

2. Describe the characteristics of a gerbil, hamster, and guinea pig.

3. Explain the housing needs of cavies. 

4. Discuss the nutritional requirements of cavies.

5. Develop a disease preventive program. 

Minimum Requirements:
Oral Report Option

1.   Write a paper on one of the topics and orally present your work to the class.

2.   Paper may be double-spaced and should be at least one page in length, resulting in a two to five minute presentation. 

3.   At least two references must be properly cited. 

4.   The presentation of the report will be graded secondary 

      to the content of the paper.

PowerPoint Option
1. Presentation should be at least ten slides in length

2. Presentation should include at least four photos.

3. Presentation should be two to five minutes in length.

4. Grammar and spelling will be graded by the same standards as any other written assignment.

5. At least two references must be properly cited.

Poster Option:

1. Prepare a poster that answers/explains one of the topics. You will present your poster to the class.

2. Your poster should include both text and graphics that help communicate your research.

3. At least two sources of information should be properly cited on the back of the poster.

4. Neatness and appearance of the poster will be graded.

5. Poster presentation should last two to five minutes.

Due Date:

Points/Grade Available:

For all presentations: All work must be original. No plagiarism! Any use of another’s work or ideas without giving proper credit will result in a zero.
Presentation Learning Activity Rubric

	Content- offers current information on the topic chosen, thoroughly covers each aspect of the question, and demonstrates understanding and mastery of the lesson. The presentation should include information and issues of state and local importance.
	40 pts.

	Critical Analysis/Organization – The presentation shows a logical process of analyzing and reporting information that examines and explains the topic selected. The presentation should go beyond simply listing facts and must include why the concept is relevant to the student’s life.
	20 pts.

	Presentation – The student makes a genuine effort to present, not just read the material. The student should present with confidence using techniques like eye contact and voice inflexion to make his or her point. Although content takes precedence over presentation, the experience of successfully presenting in front of a class is part of the basis of this assignment.
	25 pts.

	Mechanics- spelling, grammar, punctuation, font size, double spacing, citation, etc. Essentially, the presentation should meet all guidelines set forth and should be executed in proper written English. For the poster, this includes neatness and appearance.
	15 pts.


Teacher Notes
Essential Question: 
What is a cavy and what are the management practices needed for their care?

Vocabulary

Rodent
Hamsters

Guinea Pigs

Gerbils

nocturnal animals
Diurnal
Lesson Evaluation

1-Baby gerbils are weaned when they are how old?
2- The English and Peruvian have ______ hair and color varies.

3- Female Guinea pigs are called _______ males are called ___________.

4- Hamsters eat about how much feed per day?

5- What are some of the favorite foods for hamsters?

Lesson Evaluation Key

1- Six weeks old
2- Short

3- Sows, Boars

4- ½ ounce

5- Alfalfa, apples, carrots, corn, dandelions, lettuce, cauliflower, clover, celery, lawn clippings, spinach, and tomatoes. 
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