Course:
01.012
 Agricultural Leadership and Development

Unit 0:
Introduction to Agricultural Education and the FFA
Lesson 4:
Supervised Agricultural Experience

Q.C.C.:
68, 84, 109, 133, 151, 178, 193, 210, 230, 246,


265, 281, 304, 316, 346, 368, 383, 415, 433, 453, 471, 489
Objective:

Explain to class what a SAE is and how it is an integral part of Agricultural Education. 
Teaching Time:

1 Hour
References:

FFA Student Handbook.  The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.  

FFA Student Handbook. Teacher Manual. The National FFA Organization.  Indianapolis, IN.

Materials and Equipment:

Handbooks (Chapter 3)

SAE Transparencies (Chapter 3)

FFA Manuals

SAE Videotape: It=s More Than You Think! 
Videotape: Stars Over America
List of example SAE=s 

Appendix A of the handbook Agriculture Proficiency Award Areas (remember new areas will be listed in the current FFA Manual)

Agricultural Proficiency Award Handbook

Worksheet from 00.000 SAE plan could be included

Teaching Procedure

Introduction and Mental Set 

Tell students an individual success story from your chapter or one you have heard other advisors talking about.  Make it a game for the students to guess who you are talking about if they can.  Make sure to include dollar figures to get the students= attention.  Inform them that this is what a SAE can do for them.  Remember to let them know that awards and money are also available for those students with outstanding SAE=s.
Discussion

1.
Explain what a SAE is using chapter 3 of the handbook, the SAE transparency, and the appendix of the handbook.  Show video It=s More Than You Think!  Be sure to include in the lesson the chance to win money and awards on the chapter, area, state, and national level.
2.
After discussing the different areas of proficiency awards, have a student pick the one that is of most interest to him/her and trace the different levels and the rewards at each level.  Encourage them to start early so they can achieve some of the higher awards.
3.
Pass out a list of specific SAE=s that have been done and explain  them and some of their benefits.  Have students pick one on the list or create their own.  Decide which proficiency area this fits into.  Have students make a plan of how to get started and carry out their SAE (you may need to have a generic form for them to fill out).  After students have chosen an area and developed a plan of action, show them the Stars Over America video to encourage them to do their best.
4.
Students should have a record book of time and money spent on their SAE.  This could be a large part of their grade in class.  Time should be allowed in class to work on records to ensure their accuracy.

5.
List the requirements for the Greenhand Degree or the degree that the students in your class are currently trying to achieve (use the current FFA Manual, look in the Constitution and Bylaws section).  Relate these requirements to the information you have covered in this lesson.  To be a certain officer in the FFA, you must have a certain degree.  Mention awards like Star Greenhand, Chapter Star Farmer, Chapter Star Agribusiness, State Star Farmer, and State Star in Agribusiness.  (Chapter three of the handbook explains these).
6.
Code of Ethics: a code for all members to follow at any function, FFA or not.  Remind students that they not only represent themselves but also the (insert current national membership #)  FFA members when they are seen by the public.  Urge them to leave the correct impression on people.

Summary
Supervised Agricultural Experience is an integral part of Agriculture Education.  It gives the student the opportunity to put into practice what they have learned in class their work environment.

Evaluation
Have students complete the worksheets you feel are needed from chapter three of the handbook.

Design your own test with the information you feel is important for the students you are teaching.

Have an FFA Quiz Day like a game show.  You could even do this one day a week or for a few minutes of the class on certain days. Rewards could be grades, candy, etc.  Tell students that the FFA Quiz Contest is available if they are in the correct grade. 
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